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No waiting 
on hold for 
Ukraine aid 

Emails show US took steps 
to block assistance shortly 
after Trump-Zelenskiy call 


By Toluse Olorunnipa 

The Washington Post 

An official from the White House budget 
office directed the Defense Department 
to “hold off” on sending military aid to 
Ukraine less than two hours after Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s controversial phone 
call with Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy, according to internal emails. 

Michael Duffey, a senior budget official, 
told Pentagon officials that Trump had be¬ 
come personally interested in the Ukraine 
aid and had ordered the hold, according to 
the heavily redacted emails, obtained by 
the Center for Public Integrity on Friday 
in response to a Freedom of Information 
Act request. He also asked the Pentagon 
not to discuss the hold widely. 

“Given the sensitive nature of the re¬ 
quest, I appreciate your keeping that in¬ 
formation closely held to those who need 
to know to execute the direction,” Duffey 
wrote in a July 25 email to Pentagon Comp¬ 
troller Elaine McCusker and others. 

SEE UKRAINE ON PAGE 6 


US service member killed in Afghanistan; Taliban claim responsibility 


By J.P. Lawrence 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — An American 
service member was killed in action in 
Afghanistan on Monday, the military said, 
making 2019 the deadliest year for U.S. 
forces in Afghanistan since major combat 
operations officially ended five years ago. 

The Taliban said the American soldier 
was killed by a roadside bomb planted 


by its fighters in Kunduz province in the 
north of the country. Monday’s death is the 
20th combat fatality for U.S. forces in Af¬ 
ghanistan this year. 

The service member’s name has not 
been released pending notification of next 
of kin, U.S. Forces-Afghanistan said in a 
statement. 

The statement did not say where in Af¬ 
ghanistan the soldier was killed and offi¬ 
cials declined to provide more details. 


In addition to the soldier who was killed, 
another American and an Afghan com¬ 
mando were seriously wounded in the 
roadside bombing, a statement released 
by the Taliban said. The insurgents are 
known to exaggerate their claims. 

Several sources reached by phone in 
Kunduz province said Afghan commandos 
raided an ammunition depot there Sun¬ 
day night. It was unclear whether Ameri¬ 
can forces were involved, said Anamudin 


Rahmani, a spokesman for the provincial 
police. 

Last month, two Fort Hood, Texas-based 
Army pilots were killed when their heli¬ 
copter went down in Logar province. Chief 
Warrant Officer 2 Kirk T. Fuchigami Jr. 
and Chief Warrant Officer 2 David C. Kna- 
dle were providing security for ground 
troops, the Pentagon said. 

SEE KILLED ON PAGE 3 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER 

China promises tariff cuts, more market competition 


Associated. Press 

BEIJING — China said Mon¬ 
day it plans to slash tariffs as of 
Jan. 1 on more than 850 products 
including frozen pork, asthma 
and diabetes medications and 
some high-tech components to 
better develop its economy. 

The moves announced by the 
Finance Ministry on Monday fol¬ 
low a preliminary agreement be¬ 
tween Beijing and Washington on 
resolving a trade war that has rat¬ 
tled financial markets and added 


to pressures on global growth. 

“The step is intended to pro¬ 
mote the coordinated develop¬ 
ment of trade and environment,” 
Xinhua News Agency said. 

Beijing has adopted a string of 
market-opening measures and 
tariff cuts meant to help revive 
economic growth that slowed to a 
three-decade low of 6% in the lat¬ 
est quarter. 

The government also promised 
Monday to open its oil, telecom 
and power markets wider to pri¬ 
vate competitors as the ruling 


Communist Party tries to shore 
up growth in the slowing, state- 
dominated economy. 

The Cabinet said it would give 
private companies equal treat¬ 
ment with state-owned enterpris¬ 
es in more industries. 

The statement promised to “in¬ 
troduce market competition” in 
key industries including power, 
telecoms, railways, oil and natu¬ 
ral gas. It said private enterpris¬ 
es would be allowed for the first 
time to carry out basic telecoms 
services. 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Dec. 24).$1.1366 

Dollar buys (Dec. 24).€0.8798 

British pound (Dec. 24).$1.33 

Japanese yen (Dec. 24).107.00 

South Korean won (Dec. 24).1,132.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.2935 

Canada (Dollar).1.3174 

China (Yuan).7.0122 

Denmark (Krone).6.7381 

Egypt (Pound).16.0743 

Euro.$1.1087/0.9019 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.7882 

Hungary (Forint).298.78 

Israel (Shekel).3.4689 

Japan (Yen).109.35 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3037 

Norway (Krone).8.9617 

Philippines (Peso).50.97 

Poland (Zloty).3.85 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7516 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3559 

South Korea (Won).1,164.06 


Switzerland (Franc).0.9811 

Thailand (Baht).30.16 

Turkey (Lira).5.9501 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.75 

Discount rate.2.25 

Federal funds market rate.1.55 

3-month bill.1.53 

30-year bond.2.34 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 
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WAR/MILITARY 


First Global Hawk drone arrives in S. Korea 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

South Korea has taken delivery 
of the first of four RQ-4 Global 
Hawk surveillance drones, ac¬ 
cording to local media reports. 

The unmanned aircraft land¬ 
ed early Monday at Sacheon Air 
Base in South Gyeongsang prov¬ 
ince, South Korean broadcaster 
KBS reported. 

The U.S. Department of De¬ 
fense announced its approval of 
the high-tech aircraft’s sale to 
South Korea in December 2017. 
The $657 million deal included 
the drones, spare engines and 
ground control equipment. 

South Korea’s military plans to 
deploy three more Global Hawks 
by the first half of 2020, the KBS 
report said. 

The Northrop Grumman-built 
drones are thought to be capa¬ 
ble of operating at an altitude of 
60,000 feet, high above civilian 
air traffic, which normally does 
not surpass 40,000 feet. They can 
stay aloft for 34 hours and have a 
range of 14,000 miles. 

Defense experts have said that 


U.S. Air Force Global Hawks fly¬ 
ing out of Andersen Air Force 
Base on Guam and Misawa and 
Yokota air bases in Japan during 
summers could be useful tools for 
keeping tabs on North Korea’s 
nuclear program. 

North Korea has set a year-end 
deadline for Washington to offer 
concessions to restart stalled nu¬ 
clear talks. 

Early this month, the North an¬ 
nounced it had successfully con¬ 
ducted a “very important test” 
at a long-range rocket launch 
site, spurring President Donald 
Trump to warn that North Ko¬ 
rean leader Kim Jong Un could 
lose “everything” if he acts 
aggressively. 

A day after the test, a North 
Korean diplomat prompted spec¬ 
ulation that Pyongyang might be 
preparing for a long-range mis¬ 
sile test, saying it was “entirely” 
up to the United States what 
“Christmas gift” it wants as the 
year draws to a close. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Yoo Kyong 
Chang contributed to this report. 
robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 



Theron GoDBOLD/Stars and Stripes 

An RQ-4 Global Hawk sits on the flight line at Yokota Air Base, Japan, on Sept. 14. South Korea has 
received the first of four Global Hawks from the U.S. 


Christmas leave 
isn’t canceled 
over lost rifles 

By Martin E gnash 
and Immanuel Johnson 
Stars and Stripes 

Scuttlebutt over lost rifles aside, Ma¬ 
rines from Camp Lejeune will be allowed 
to take off for the holidays and the base has 
not been locked down, officials said. 

Marines with the 3rd Battalion, 6th Ma¬ 
rine Regiment reportedly lost two M4 ser¬ 
vice rifles and a body armor set during a 



Photos from Facebook 


Killed: Death of soldier comes amid 
resumed US and Taliban peace talks 


training exercise on base recently. A Naval 
Criminal Investigative Service probe 
began Wednesday, military officials said. 

Since then, dozens of often contradictory 
rumors have been swirling on social media, 
posted apparently by junior Marines. 

Many claimed that Christmas leave at 
the base was canceled as a form of collec¬ 
tive punishment over the lost combat gear 
and that nobody was being allowed off 
base. 

But Marine officials said that those who 
had leave approved have been allowed to go 
and that the base was not under lockdown. 

First Lt. Dan Linfante, a Camp Lejeune 
spokesman, confirmed that Marines are 
not being denied leave as a result of the 
incident. 

“Leave is an important benefit afforded 
to all Marines, in particular during the 
holiday season,” he said in a statement 
Sunday. 

The Lance Corporal Underground — the 
unofficial term for junior Marines’ rumor 
network — seemed convinced it was an in¬ 
side job, said a Marine with the battalion 
who spoke to Stars and Stripes on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity. 

Other Marines have taken to putting 
their conspiracy theories to the internet in 
the shape of memes. Hundreds circulated 
online over the weekend on various Ma¬ 
rine Corps-oriented pages, including many 
implying that a lieutenant and a corporal 
had simply misplaced their rifles during 
the training. 


Memes have cropped up around social 
media sites after reports that Marines 
with 3rd Battalion, 6th Marine Regiment 
are searching for gear that went missing. 



A meme from a Marine Facebook page 
makes fun of the missing gear incident at 
Camp Lejeune. 


egnash.martin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Marty_Stripes 
johnson.immanuel@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Manny_Stripes 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

More than 2,400 American troops have 
died in Afghanistan since the 2001 U.S.-led 
invasion launched in response to the 9/11 
attacks. 

The latest U.S. death came as the U.S. 
and Taliban resumed peace talks that 
were called off in September by President 
Donald Trump. Trump cited the death of 
an American soldier in a roadside bombing 
in Kabul, which the Taliban claimed they 
carried out, as a main reason for canceling 
the talks. 

The revived talks are at “an important 
stage,” the U.S. diplomat leading the nego¬ 
tiations, Zalmay Khalilzad, said on Twitter 


PARIS — France’s Defense Ministry 
announced Monday it had carried out its 
first armed drone strike, killing seven Is¬ 
lamic extremists in central Mali over the 
weekend. 

France joins a tiny group of countries 
that use armed drones, including the Unit¬ 
ed States. 

The drone deployment came nearly one 
month after two French helicopters collid¬ 
ed in Mali, killing 13 soldiers in the deadli¬ 
est military loss for France in nearly four 
decades. 

A Defense Ministry statement said the 
drone strike took place Saturday while 
French President Emmanuel Macron was 
visiting neighboring Ivory Coast, where 
France has a military base. Macron al¬ 
ready had announced that French forces 


last week. 

The Taliban want a peace deal to include 
the withdrawal of U.S. troops from Afghan¬ 
istan. The U.S. is seeking a promise from 
the insurgent group that it will no longer 
provide safe haven to international terror¬ 
ist groups and will include the internation¬ 
ally recognized government in Kabul in 
peace negotiations. 

Most of the 20,000 international troops 
now in Afghanistan are focused on train¬ 
ing and advising Afghan security forces, 
with a smaller contingent taking part in a 
counterterrorism mission. 

Zubair Babakarkhail contributed to this report. 

Iawrence.jp@stripes.com 

Twitter: @jplawrence3 


killed 33 extremists that day. 

The drone strike targeted jihadis in the 
Ouagadou forest, where a group known 
as the Macina Liberation Front is active. 
French commandos “were attacked by a 
group of terrorists who infiltrated on mo¬ 
torcycles,” the ministry said. 

“Working in a difficult environment, in 
a densely wooded region, this action was 
made possible by the action of ground 
troops supported by the air component,” 
the ministry said. 

The French military successfully tested 
its weaponized Reaper drone for the first 
time last week, and Defense Minister Flor¬ 
ence Parly called the drones “protectors 
for our troops and effective against the 
enemy.” 

She said they allow French troops more 
discretion and flexibility, and insisted that 
France will respect rules of armed conflict 
in using the drones. 


France: 1st drone strike carried 
out in Mali, killing 7 extremists 

By Angela Charlton 
and Krista Larson 

Associated Press 
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Construction seen 
at N. Korean site 
linked to missiles 



Planet Labs Inc, Middlebury Institute of International Studies/AP 

This Thursday satellite image shows the March 16 Factory near Pyongyang, where North Korea 
manufactures military trucks used as mobile launchers for long-range missiles. The image shows the 
construction of a new structure this month. 


Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — A new 
satellite image of a factory where 
North Korea makes military 
equipment used to launch long- 
range missiles shows the con¬ 
struction of a new structure. 

The release of several images 
from Planet Labs comes amid 
concern that North Korea could 
launch a rocket or missile as it 
seeks concessions in stalled nu¬ 
clear negotiations with the United 
States. 

North Korea has warned that 
what “Christmas gift” it gives 
the U.S. depends on what action 
Washington takes. 

One of the satellite images 
taken on Thursday shows the 
completion of a new structure 
at the March 16 Factory near 
Pyongyang, where North Korea 


is believed to be developing and 
manufacturing vehicles used as 
mobile launchers for long-range 
ballistic missiles. 

Jeffrey Lewis, director of the 
East Asia nonproliferation pro¬ 
gram at the Middlebury Institute, 
said in an email that the construc¬ 
tion seemed to be an expansion of 
the factory, which would be “big 
news.” 

North Korea used what ap¬ 
peared to be vehicles imported 
from China during its three flight 
tests of the Hwasong-14 and -15 
intercontinental ballistic missiles 
in 2017, Lewis said. 

An increased capacity to pro¬ 
duce mobile launchers would 
potentially help expand North 
Korea’s ICBM force and improve 
its survivability during nuclear 
conflict. 

“As far as I know, North Korea 


only imported eight of those ve¬ 
hicles,” Lewis said about the ve¬ 
hicles the North used during the 
2017 tests. 

“I would think North Korea 
would want 50-100 such systems. 
... This would probably be some 
mix of ICBMs we have seen and 


the new system that North Korea 
claims is under development.” 

Nuclear talks between the 
U.S. and North Korea have been 
stalled since a February sum¬ 
mit between President Donald 
Trump and South Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un fell apart. 


Earlier this month, North 
Korea carried out two major tests 
at its long-range rocket launch 
and missile engine testing site in 
the country’s northwest. Experts 
believe it tested a new engine 
for either an ICBM or a satellite 
launch vehicle. 


China calls US Space Force threat to outer space peace 


Associated Press 

BEIJING — Rising space power China 
on Monday attacked the newly created U.S. 
Space Force as a “direct threat to outer 
space peace and security.” 

Foreign Ministry spokesman Geng Sh- 
uang told reporters that China is “deeply 
concerned about it and resolutely opposed 
to it.” 

“The relevant U.S. actions are a serious 
violation of the international consensus on 
the peaceful use of outer space, undermine 
global strategic balance and stability, and 
pose a direct threat to outer space peace 


and security,” Geng said at a briefing. 

China’s space program has advanced 
rapidly since its first crewed mission in 
2003. In a report last February, the Pen¬ 
tagon asserted that China and Russia have 
embarked on major efforts to develop tech¬ 
nologies that could allow them to disrupt or 
destroy American and allied satellites in a 
crisis or conflict. 

China in 2007 conducted an unan¬ 
nounced missile strike against one of its 
own defunct satellites, creating an enor¬ 
mous amount of space debris. 

Geng dismissed such concerns, calling 
them “unfounded counter charges” that 


merely provided the U.S. with a justifica¬ 
tion for its own actions. China, he said, has 
consistently opposed the weaponization of 
space and believes international treaties 
on arms control in outer space need to be 
negotiated. 

The establishment of the Space Force is 
seen by the U.S. military as a recognition 
of the need to more effectively organize for 
the defense of U.S. interests in space — es¬ 
pecially satellites used for navigation and 
communication. The Space Force is not 
designed or intended to put combat troops 
in space. 

Space has “evolved into a war-fighting 


domain of its own,” Defense Secretary 
Mark Esper told reporters Friday. 

Space has become increasingly impor¬ 
tant to the U.S. economy and to everyday 
life. The Global Positioning System, for ex¬ 
ample, provides navigation services to the 
military as well as civilians. Its constella¬ 
tion of about two dozen orbiting satellites is 
operated by the 50th Space Wing from an 
operations center at Schriever Air Force 
Base in Colorado. 

China has established a similar, inde¬ 
pendent network, the BeiDou Navigation 
Satellite System, assembled from 42 sepa¬ 
rate satellite launches. 


Former ammo depot in Tokyo marks 50 years as military golf course 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

TAMA, Japan — Five decades 
after the first golfer teed off here, 
the U.S. military’s 18-hole golf 
course in the Japanese capital is 
a lush oasis of green in a concrete 
jungle. 

Tama Hills opened Dec. 24, 
1969, on a World War II-era Japa¬ 
nese ammunition depot. When 
the first round was played, land 
near the course, just over 12 
miles from Shinjuku’s glittering 
skyscrapers, was still rural. 

Tokyo’s sprawl has long since 
surrounded Tama Hills, but the 
fairways are still a refuge from 
big city hustle and bustle just out 
of bounds. 

Dave Nagata, 67, who com¬ 
peted in Tama Hills’ 50th anni¬ 
versary tournament last month, 
was there on opening day. Back 
then he was a 17-year-old student 
at now-closed Tachikawa Air 



Theron GoDBOLD/Stars and Stripes 


Tama Hills pro Patrick Bowman 
lines up a put on the 18-hole golf 
course in Tokyo on Thursday. The 
course opened Dec. 24, 1969. 

Base’s Yamato High School and 
had been an avid golfer at the Air 
Force’s old Showa Golf Course, 
only a mile or so from nearby Yo- 


kota Air Base. 

“The U.S. forces population 
was much larger and most Japa¬ 
nese people didn’t play golf back 
then,” said Nagata, who is now re¬ 
tired and splits his time between 
Hawaii and Tokyo. 

Despite the 40-minute drive 
from Yokota, Tama proved popu¬ 
lar. In 1995, there were 650 mem¬ 
bers and a waiting list to join. 
Golfers had to enter a lottery each 
Thursday for weekend tee times. 

The course has hosted PGA 
legends like Jack Nicklaus, 
Arnold Palmer and Chi-Chi 
Rodriguez and plenty of other ce¬ 
lebrities, from sumo wrestlers to 
baseball players. Former Green 
Bay Packers quarterback Brett 
Favre played a round with ser¬ 
vice members in 1998 when he 
visited Tokyo for a game against 
the Kansas City Chiefs. 

Helicopters used to ferry in 
golfing VIPs but the helicopter 


pad, near Tama Hills’ front gate, 
has been out of action since some¬ 
one spotted rare Japanese hawks 
nesting nearby a few years back, 
according to Tama’s head golf 
professional Patrick Bowman. 

The course is also home to rac¬ 
coon dogs known as tanukis and 
crows that abscond with players’ 
lunches or any valuables left un¬ 
attended in carts. 

There are only 150 adult mem¬ 
bers and 30 juniors these days, 
a decline in numbers that has 
tracked U.S. force drawdowns and 
fewer people playing golf in the 
U.S. as the sport competes with 
video games and smartphones for 
youngsters’ attention. 

At 6,600 yards with two sets of 
greens for every hole, the course 
is on par with some of the bet¬ 
ter country clubs in the U.S., al¬ 
though not as swanky as some of 
the top Japanese facilities. 

American visitors will feel at 


home chomping on a burger and 
watching sports in the Tee House 
restaurant after a round. The Air 
Force also offers other activities, 
such as horseback riding, mini¬ 
golf and paintball at a nearby rec¬ 
reation area. 

Several dozen locals and 
Americans work at the course. 
Sinkholes that open up in heavy 
rain on fairways built on top of 
tunnels dug during the war are 
a challenge for greenskeepers, 
Bowman said. 

His goal is to grow the game in 
an era when people have less time 
to devote to sport. To that end he’s 
been trying to get the juniors used 
to competing with a few matches 
against local youth, he said. 

“Golf teaches you a lot of les¬ 
sons,” he said. “Within a few min¬ 
utes you can go through every 
emotion.” 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 
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MILITARY _ 

Navy contractor faces wire fraud charges 



David A. Brandenburg/U.S. Navy 


Sailors assigned to the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS John C. Stennis practice 
crowd control formations in Bremerton, Wash., in 2018. The owner of a Virginia 
company that provides the U.S. Navy with gear is facing a federal charge of wire fraud. 


Company owner accused 
of passing off Chinese 
gear as American-made 

By Justin George 

The Washington Post 

The owner of a Virginia company that 
provides the U.S. Navy with ballistic vests, 
protective helmets and riot gear is facing 
a federal charge of wire fraud after the 
owner was accused of misleading authori¬ 
ties about where the products were made. 

Prosecutors said Arthur Morgan, 67, the 
chief executive of Surveillance Equipment 
Group and its division SEG Armor, falsely 
claimed the equipment was made in Hong 
Kong and the United States when it was 
made in mainland China. 

According to federal court records, Mor¬ 
gan’s company was an authorized seller of 
law enforcement and security supplies to 
federal agencies. Such sales must comply 
with the Trade Agreements Act, which re¬ 
quires products to be made or “substantial¬ 
ly transformed” in a “designated country.” 

The United States includes Hong Kong, 
a special administrative region of China, 
on its list of countries designated to make 
equipment under the act but excludes the 
mainland. If a contractor wants to supply 
products from nondesignated countries, it 
must specifically disclose that information 
in an initial offer. 

“A contractor’s failure to do so disquali¬ 
fies the contractor from eligibility for the 
contract,” a federal affidavit said, “and 


a contractor who falsely certifies cannot 
lawfully seek payment from the United 
States.” 

Surveillance Equipment Group became 
an authorized equipment provider in 2003 
and has fulfilled federal orders over the 
past 16 years, the U.S. attorney for the Dis¬ 
trict of Maryland said. In 2014, prosecu¬ 
tors said, the company’s price list stated 
that concealable body armor and helmets 
were made in Hong Kong. 

When a General Services Administra¬ 
tion contracting officer asked Morgan 


whether his items complied with the trade 
act, prosecutors said, Morgan emailed say¬ 
ing his products were made in the “United 
States/Hong Kong.” In 2017, he submitted 
a spreadsheet to the GSA stating that the 
ballistic helmets, anti-riot suits and shields 
originated in Louisa, Va. 

A federal prosecutor visited the Louisa 
address on Mount Airy Road, which prop¬ 
erty records listed as a home. “Specifical¬ 
ly, no manufacturing facility was observed 
at the address, which appeared, from the 
point of my observation, to be a field and/or 


forested area containing several vehicles,” 
the affidavit said. 

An Army special agent then checked 
pictures Morgan’s firm had filed with the 
GSA and detected that a photo of a helmet 
for sale had been altered, court records 
said. When the agent did a reverse image 
search, he found the unaltered photo on 
Alibaba.com, a Chinese e-commerce site, 
indicating that the helmet was made by a 
Chinese firm. 

Another reverse image search found the 
same was true for a ballistic vest. 

Federal prosecutors researched ship¬ 
ping records from U.S. Customs and Bor¬ 
der Protection and found that Morgan’s 
company received 14 shipments of vests or 
helmets between 2015 and 2017 from the 
same Chinese firm that made the equip¬ 
ment agents found in the unaltered photos. 

Investigators also found serial numbers 
on equipment that traced back to the Chi¬ 
nese company and Mandarin handwrit¬ 
ing on ballistic material, prosecutors said. 
Emails Morgan had sent, however, indi¬ 
cated that orders were made in the United 
States and were being shipped from a fac¬ 
tory in southern Virginia. 

Between 2015 and July 2019, prosecu¬ 
tors said, five federal agencies placed nine 
orders for ballistic vests, helmets or riot 
gear from Surveillance Equipment Group, 
totaling about $640,000. 

Last week, a magistrate at U.S. District 
Court in Greenbelt, Md., ordered that Mor¬ 
gan be released to home confinement after 
he paid a $75,000 bond. 

If convicted, prosecutors said, Morgan 
could face a maximum sentence of 20 
years in federal prison. Actual sentences 
are typically less than that, they said. 


Baltimore man faces 
murder charge in 
guardsman’s death 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Maryland 
Army National Guard Spc. David 
Collins died of stabbing wounds 
he received in an altercation out¬ 
side a Baltimore County night¬ 
club just after midnight Saturday, 
according to police and Army 
, officials. 



Collins’ slaying. Edwards was 
being held without bail Monday 
morning at the Baltimore County 
Detention Center, police officials 
said. 

Investigators determined Ed¬ 
wards started a verbal altercation 
with Collins, 34, at the Excape 
Nightclub, near Baltimore, that 
escalated into a physical fight. 
Edwards pulled out a knife and 


stabbed Collins, who died later at 
Johns Hopkins Bayview Medical 
Center. 

Edwards initially fled the 
scene, but detectives were able 
to identify him as the suspect and 
capture him. 

Collins’ unit, the 1st Battalion 
175th Infantry Regiment, identi¬ 
fied him Sunday in a statement 
posted to its Facebook page. He 
was a father of three and was ex¬ 
pecting a fourth child with his fi¬ 
ancee, according to the unit. 

Collins had also served with 
the 1st Battalion, 158th Cavalry 
Regiment. 

“A charismatic Soldier with a 
wealth of knowledge, [Spc.] Col¬ 
lins was always prepared to teach, 
train and lead young Soldiers and 
was ready to face any challenge 
head on,” the unit statement read. 
“A hole difficult to fill has been 
left in our Battalion formation.” 

On Facebook, friends and fam¬ 
ily remembered Collins as funny 
and enthusiastic. 

Collins was “a really good 
dude,” one friend wrote on the 
Facebook. Another added: “One 
of the funniest guys I’ve ever 
met.” 



Facebook 


Army National Guard Spc. David 
Collins died from stabbing 
wounds over the weekend. 

Collins’ unit organized a go- 
fundme page to help his family 
with expenses following Collins’ 
death. 

Police said Edwards was ex¬ 
pected to make his first appear¬ 
ance in court later Monday. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


New traffic laws take 
effect in Europe in 2020 


By Marcus Kloeckner 
Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Ger¬ 
many — Several European coun¬ 
tries, including many that are 
home to thousands of U.S. service 
members, plan to toughen up their 
traffic laws and increase fines for 
violations next year, Germany’s 
ADAC roadside assistance pro¬ 
vider says on its website. 

Lawmakers in Germany will 
vote in February on a bill which 
would increase fines for drivers 
that block the right of way for 
emergency vehicles on highways. 

Drivers in the left lane on Ger¬ 
man highways are required to 
move their cars as far to the left 
of the road as possible while driv¬ 
ers in the right lane must move 
right to create a center “lane” for 
ambulances and police to drive 
through. Failure to leave a lane 
could result in a fine of up to 320 
euros. 

Fines for double parking are 
also expected to go up from 20 
euros to 80 euros in Germany if 
someone is endangered by the in¬ 
fraction, ADAC reported. 

In Spain, fines are expected to 
rise from 100 euros to 300 euros 
for drivers who exceed the speed 
limit on country roads by more 
than 20 kph, or 12 mph, ADAC 
said. Speed limits in towns and 


cities are expected to be reduced 
from 50 kph to 30 kph, or 31 mph 
to 19 mph, although individual 
communities have the option to 
keep the current, higher speed 
limit. 

Fines for using a handheld cell¬ 
phone while driving in Italy will 
be more than doubled from 165 
euros to 400 euros, and drivers 
who get caught using their phone 
behind the wheel could have their 
license suspended for between 
seven and 30 days, ADAC said. 
Repeat violators of the cellphone 
rule could have their license sus¬ 
pended for up to three months. 

Cars registered in Italy, includ¬ 
ing rental cars, must be fitted 
with alarms that sound when a 
child is left unattended in a car. 

Service members, family mem¬ 
bers and civilians who work for 
the U.S. military whose vehicles 
are registered through their in¬ 
stallation with Armed Forces in 
Italy plates are exempt from the 
law, which came into force last 
month. 

But any dependents with Italian 
residency, U.S. military retirees 
and others who have a car regis¬ 
tered through the Italian system 
would be required to use seats 
with alarms while transporting 
children under the age of 4. 

kloeckner.marcus@stripes.com 
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Senate leader 
not ruling out 
trial witnesses 



Susan Walsh/AP 


Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., said Monday he was in no hurry to seek new testimony 
in President Donald Trump’s impeachment trial but he did not rule out calling witnesses. 


By Zeke Miller 

Associated. Press 

PALM BEACH, Fla. — Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McCon¬ 
nell said Monday that he was not 
ruling out calling witnesses in 
President Donald Trump’s im¬ 
peachment trial — but indicated 
he was in no hurry to seek new 
testimony either — as lawmak¬ 
ers remain at an impasse over the 
form of the trial by the GOP-con- 
trolled Senate. 

The House voted Wednesday to 
impeach Trump, who became only 
the third president in U.S. history 
to be formally charged with “high 
crimes and misdemeanors.” 

But the Senate trial may be held 
up until lawmakers can agree on 
how to proceed. Minority Leader 
Chuck Schumer is demanding 
trial witnesses who refused to 
appear during House committee 
hearings, including acting White 
House chief of staff Mick Mul- 
vaney and former national secu¬ 
rity adviser John Bolton. 

McConnell, who has all but 
promised a swift acquittal of the 
president, has resisted making 
any guarantees, and has cau¬ 
tioned Trump against seeking the 
testimony of witnesses he desires 
for fear of elongating the trial. In- 


We haven’t ruled 
out witnesses. 

We’ve said let’s 
handle this case 
just like we did with 
President Clinton. 
Fair is fair, f 

Mitch McConnell 

Senate majority leader 


stead, he appears to have secured 
GOP support for his plans to im¬ 
pose a framework drawn from 
the 1999 impeachment trial of 
President Bill Clinton. 

“We haven’t ruled out witness¬ 
es,” McConnell said Monday in an 
interview with “Fox & Friends.” 
“We’ve said let’s handle this case 
just like we did with President 
Clinton. Fair is fair.” 

That trial featured a 100-0 vote 
on arrangements that established 
two weeks of presentations and 
argument before a partisan tally 
in which then-minority Republi¬ 
cans called a limited number of 
witnesses. 

Democrats now would need Re¬ 


publican votes to secure witness 
testimony — and Republicans be¬ 
lieve they have the votes to even¬ 
tually block those requests. 

In a letter Monday to all sena¬ 
tors, Schumer argued that the 
circumstances in the Trump trial 
are different from those of Clin¬ 
ton, who was impeached after 
a lengthy independent counsel 
investigation in which witnesses 
had already testified numerous 
times under oath. 

Schumer rejected the Clinton 


model, saying waiting until after 
the presentations to decide on 
witnesses would “foreclose the 
possibility of obtaining such evi¬ 
dence because it will be too late.” 

Schumer also demanded that 
the Senate, in addition to receiv¬ 
ing testimony, also compel the 
Trump administration to turn 
over documents and emails rel¬ 
evant to the case, including the 
decision to withhold military as¬ 
sistance from Ukraine. 

At one point, Trump had de¬ 


manded the testimony of witness¬ 
es of his own, like Democrats Joe 
Biden and his son Hunter, and the 
intelligence community whistle¬ 
blower whose summer complaint 
sparked the impeachment probe. 

He has since relented after 
concerted lobbying by McConnell 
and other Senate Republicans who 
pushed him to accept the swift ac¬ 
quittal from the Senate and not to 
risk injecting uncertainty into the 
process by calling witnesses. 


Ukraine: Emails show some DOD officials saw withholding aid as bad policy 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The new emails shed light on 
the opaque and unorthodox pro¬ 
cess by which the Trump admin¬ 
istration withheld almost $400 
million in aid from Ukraine at 
the same time the president and 
some of his political allies were 
pushing Zelenskiy to investigate 
Democrats. 

On Wednesday, the House of 
Representatives voted to impeach 
Trump for abuse of power and 
obstruction of Congress, charg¬ 
ing the president with leveraging 
U.S. military aid to solicit foreign 
interference in the 2020 election 
and blocking congressional at¬ 
tempts to conduct oversight. 

The White House did not im¬ 
mediately respond to a request 
for comment. 

In one of the emails, Duffey 
indicated Trump began asking 
about the aid Congress had appro¬ 
priated for Ukraine after seeing 
a June 19 article in the Wash¬ 
ington Examiner with the head¬ 
line “Pentagon to send $250M in 
weapons to Ukraine.” 

The haphazard process con¬ 
tinued throughout the summer, 
the emails show, including on the 
same day that Trump spoke with 


Zelenskiy and requested a “favor” 
after the Ukrainian president 
said he was ready to purchase 
anti-tank missiles from the U.S. 
That phone call, which took place 
about 9 a.m. on July 25, was fol¬ 
lowed by Duffey’s email direct¬ 
ing the hold at 11:04 a.m. Some 
administration officials testified 
that they had learned of the hold, 
which blocked money from being 
appropriated by the State Depart¬ 
ment and the Defense Depart¬ 
ment, in early July. 

The emails also show that 
some Pentagon officials were 
concerned that withholding the 
aid from Ukraine, which relied 
on the money to defend itself 
against Russian aggression, was 
ill-advised policy and potentially 
unlawful. Mark Sandy, a career 
budget official who testified 
before the House Intelligence 
Committee during last month’s 
impeachment hearings, told law¬ 
makers he was concerned that 
withholding the aid Congress 
had approved could be a viola¬ 
tion of the Impoundment Control 
Act. The 1974 law restricts how a 
president can suspend congres- 
sionally approved funds. 

Sandy testified that two bud¬ 
get officials resigned in part due 



Chris Carlson/AP 


Sen. Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn., 
who is running for president, 
said Sunday that emails recently 
made public were further proof 
that the Senate should conduct 
a “thorough” impeachment trial 
of President Donald Trump. 

to frustration about the freeze, a 
sentiment that was shared within 
the Pentagon, according to the 
emails. 

Sandy was removed from his 


position and replaced by Duffey, 
who proceeded to sign documents 
implementing the hold on aid dur¬ 
ing the summer. 

The aid was eventually re¬ 
leased in September after a whis¬ 
tleblower came forward to allege 
that Trump had pressured Zelen¬ 
skiy to interfere in the 2020 elec¬ 
tion by launching investigations 
into former Vice President Joe 
Biden and his son Hunter, as well 
as into a conspiracy theory about 
Ukrainian election interference 
in 2016. 

“Glad to have this behind us,” 
Duffey wrote in a Sept. 11 email 
to McCusker informing the Pen¬ 
tagon that the hold on the aid was 
being released. 

Lawmakers in the Senate, 
where Trump could face a trial 
in January on both impeachment 
articles, responded over the week¬ 
end to the released emails with 
differing views. Democrats said 
the new documents showed the 
importance of having witnesses 
testify during a trial, which many 
Republicans have resisted. 

“This email from Michael Duf¬ 
fey — approximately 90 minutes 
after President Trump’s call with 
the president of Ukraine — is all 
the more reason why we need 


Duffey and others to testify in a 
Senate trial,” Senate Minority 
Leader Charles Schumer, D-N.Y., 
wrote on Twitter on Saturday. 

Sen. Ron Johnson, R-Wis., dis¬ 
missed the emails, saying they 
“don’t shed any new light” on 
Trump’s rationale for withhold¬ 
ing the aid. 

“The president was concerned 
about the — whether or not 
America’s hard-earned taxpayer 
dollars should be spent into a 
country where there has been 
proven cases of corruption,” he 
said Sunday on ABC News’ “This 
Week.” 

Sen. Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn., 
who is running for president, 
cited the emails Sunday during 
an interview on CBS’ “Face the 
Nation.” She said the documents 
were further proof that the Sen¬ 
ate should conduct a “thorough” 
trial, with major witnesses in¬ 
cluding Duffey, White House act¬ 
ing chief of staff Mick Mulvaney 
and former national security ad¬ 
viser John Bolton. 

“If the president is so innocent 
and shouldn’t be impeached, why 
is he afraid to have these people 
come forward?” she said. 
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Boeing CEO resigns amid crisis 
stemming from Max 737 crashes 


Downpours 
drench South, 
delaying flights 


Boeing Co. President and Chief Executive Officer Dennis Muilenburg 
resigned Monday amid ongoing problems over the Max 737 aircraft. 



Andrew Harnik/AP 


By Cathy Bussewitz 

Associated. Press 

Boeing CEO Dennis Muilen¬ 
burg resigned Monday with no 
end in sight to the crisis that has 
engulfed the manufacturer and 
its Max 737 jetliner. 

The company’s board said a 
change in leadership was needed 
to restore confidence in Boeing 
as it works to repair relationships 
with regulators and others in the 
wake of two Max 737 crashes that 
killed 346 people in all. 

The Max was grounded world¬ 
wide after the two disasters — 
one in October 2018 off the coast 
of Indonesia, the other in 2019 in 
Ethiopia. Boeing has come under 
fierce criticism on Capitol Hill 
and elsewhere over the design 
and rollout of the aircraft and has 
been unable to get approval from 
regulators to put the plane back 
in the air. 

Last week, in another blow to a 
company long seen as a stalwart 
of American industry, Boeing 
announced it is suspending pro¬ 
duction of the Max in January. 
And in another stinging setback 
for the aerospace giant, Boeing’s 
new Starliner space capsule went 
off course during a bungled un¬ 
manned test flight to the Interna¬ 


tional Space Station. 

Boeing said Muilenburg will 
depart immediately and the 
board’s current chairman, David 
Calhoun, will take over as CEO 
on Jan. 13. The company declined 
to make Calhoun or other execu¬ 
tives available for comment. 

Investigators say that in both 
crashes, a faulty sensor caused 
the plane’s automated MCAS 
flight control system to push 
the nose of the plane down, and 
the pilots were unable to regain 


control. 

Ababu Amha, who lost his wife, 
a flight attendant, in the second 
crash, involving an Ethiopian 
Airlines aircraft, welcomed Mui- 
lenburg’s departure. 

“This is something that we have 
been asking and struggling for 
quite some time,” he said. “The 
CEO reluctantly and deliberately 
kept the aircraft in service after 
the Lion Air crash. The Ethiopian 
Airlines crash was a preventable 
accident.” 


Associated Press 

Several roads were closed for 
the Monday morning rush hour 
in downtown Charleston, S.C., as 
heavy rain soaked several south¬ 
ern states, forecasters said. 

Charleston was flooding be¬ 
fore dawn due to a combination 
of coastal flooding and the effects 
of the heavy rains, the National 
Weather Service said. 

Creeks and streams were on the 
rise there and across the South. 
Flood watches and warnings cov¬ 
ered parts of Georgia, Alabama, 
Louisiana and South Carolina. 

In Florida, the heavy rain and 
flooding delayed dozens of flights 
at Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood 
International Airport. The air¬ 
port had issued an advisory late 
Sunday that said more than 150 of 
its flights were experiencing de¬ 
lays and 11 had been canceled. 


Areas around the airport were 
hit with about 6 inches of rain be¬ 
tween midnight and early Monday 
morning, according to WPTV-TV. 
By 6:30 a.m. Monday, flight oper¬ 
ations were resuming. 

An “energetic and moisture- 
rich low pressure system” brought 
the torrential rains to the South, 
the weather service said. High 
winds also accompanied the sys¬ 
tem, littering some Georgia roads 
with fallen tree branches. 

In Atlanta, a wind gust of 39 
mph was recorded Sunday at 
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta In¬ 
ternational Airport. No major 
delays were reported Monday at 
Atlanta’s airport. The strongest 
winds had diminished by sunrise 
Monday, but some strong gusts 
were still possible in the north¬ 
east Georgia mountains later in 
the day, forecasters said. 


Gunmen 
wound 7 in 
Baltimore 

Associated Press 

BALTIMORE — Two shooters 
opened fire on a crowd outside a 
hookah lounge in Baltimore early 
Sunday, wounding seven people, 
including at least three teenag¬ 
ers, police said. 

The unidentified suspects, one 
armed with a rifle and the other 
with a handgun, began shooting 
around 1:45 a.m., The Baltimore 
Sun reported. Police said they 
don’t have a motive for the at¬ 
tack and were searching for the 
suspects. 

“The criminals are just bra¬ 
zen,” said Police Col. Richard 
Worley. “This guy gets out of a 
car with a rifle, not even a hand¬ 
gun, walks up the street and just 
opens fire on a line of people.” 

Responding officers found four 
victims, ages 17, 18, 20 and 27, 
with gunshot wounds, police said. 
The wounded were taken to hos¬ 
pitals for treatment. 

Another three people, including 
a 17-year-old, sought medical at¬ 
tention at area hospitals, accord¬ 
ing to police and media reports. 

Worley said the victims have 
not spoken to police about poten¬ 
tial suspects. 

“We have no idea why they 
opened fire on a whole line of 
people,” he said. 

Baltimore has had more than 
330 homicides so far this year. 
That’s up from 309 total in 2018. 
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More horses 
found shot to 
death in Ky. 


NATION _ 

Dozens injured 
in 69-car pileup 
on Va. interstate 



Virginia State Police/AP 



Rob Ostermaier, The (Newport News, Va.) Daily Press/AP 


Above: Crews work to clear vehicles from the Queens Creek 
overpass on 1-64 in York County, Va., on Sunday after a chain- 
reaction crash involved multiple vehicles cars. Below: Emergency 
personnel work the scene. 


Associated Press 

WILLIAMSBURG, Va. — A 
pileup involving more than 60 
cars on a major interstate in Vir¬ 
ginia on Sunday morning injured 
dozens of people, according to 
state police. 

The crash happened just before 
8 a.m. Sunday on westbound In¬ 
terstate 64 in York County near 
Williamsburg, Virginia State 
Police Sgt. Michelle Anaya said. 
No fatalities were reported, but it 
took crews several hours to clear 
the roadway and reopen all lanes 
of traffic. 

Authorities do not yet know the 
cause of the crash, but fog and icy 
road conditions were contribut¬ 
ing factors, Anaya said. 

Photos from the scene showed 
a tangled mass of metal, with 
car hoods crumpled, windows 
smashed and a red truck plopped 
on top of another vehicle. 

Ivan Levy said he and his wife 
were both headed to Williams¬ 
burg, where they work, in sepa¬ 
rate vehicles around the time of 
the crash. 

Levy told The Associated Press 
he started slowing his truck down 


and turned his hazard lights on 
when he saw thick fog. 

“Next thing I know I see cars 
just start piling up on top of each 
other,” he said. 

Levy was able to stop in time but 
then got a call from his wife say¬ 
ing she had been in the wreck. 

“It was just so scary,” said 
Alena Levy, who was evaluated 
at a hospital but was not seriously 
injured. 

Ivan Levy said he ran past cars 
to find his wife and help her out. 
They made their way back to his 
truck, and Ivan Levy said he then 
grabbed a medical kit and started 
checking on other victims be¬ 
cause first responders hadn’t ar¬ 
rived yet. 

Sixty-nine vehicles were in¬ 
volved in the crash, and 51 people 
were treated or transported to 
hospitals, Anaya said Sunday af¬ 
ternoon, noting that those figures 
were constantly changing. 

Among those hurt, two were 
listed in critical condition and 11 
were in serious but not life-threat¬ 
ening condition, said York County 
Fire Chief Stephen Kopczynski. 

An investigation into the cause 
of the crash was ongoing. 


In a separate incident, eight 
cars were involved in a crash on I- 
64 in the opposite direction after 
the larger pileup, Anaya said. It 
wasn’t immediately clear if oth¬ 
ers were injured in that crash. 


Ivan Levy said the car his wife 
had been driving was a Christ¬ 
mas gift. 

“She was all upset about the ve¬ 
hicle, and I was like, ‘Look, honey, 
it’s just metal,”’ he said. 


Associated Press 

PRESTONSBURG, Ky. — Six 
more horses have been found fa¬ 
tally shot near a strip mine site in 
eastern Kentucky, according to 
authorities. 

Animal rescue group Dumas 
Rescue says the six horses ap¬ 
pear to have been killed during 
the same shooting that killed at 
least 15 other horses along U.S. 
23 near the Floyd-Pike County 
line, WYMT-TV reported. The 
other horses’ bodies were found 
early last week. It’s unclear when 
exactly the six new bodies were 
found. 

Tonya Conn, with Dumas Res¬ 
cue, has said that the dead horses 
were scattered over a large area 
and it appears they were hunted. 

The station says a $20,000 re¬ 
ward is being offered for informa¬ 
tion on the shootings. Authorities 
have said some of the slain hors¬ 
es were young and some were 
pregnant. 

“This is very inhumane and it’s 
a very cruel act of somebody who 
just apparently had nothing else 
to do or whatever just to go back 
on a strip job and shoot down 
horses who were, one of them ob¬ 
viously was feeding, had grass in 
its mouth,” Floyd County Sheriff 
John Hunt said. “It looked like a 
battlefield for just horses.” 

The person responsible could 
face animal cruelty charges at a 
minimum. 


Liquid that can cause cancer gushes from wall in Mich. 


By Marisa Iati 

The Washington Post 

A bright greenish-yellow liquid gushed 
onto the side of a Michigan highway Fri¬ 
day, prompting a multiagency investiga¬ 
tion that discovered the mystery substance 
was probably a chemical that is known to 
cause cancer. 

The hexavalent chromium-contaminat¬ 
ed water that rushed from a retaining wall 
onto Interstate 696 in the Detroit suburb of 
Madison Heights appeared to come from a 
shuttered electroplating business, said Jill 
Greenberg, a spokeswoman for the Michi¬ 


gan Department of Environment, Great 
Lakes and Energy. 

The department forced the business, 
Electro-Plating Services, to close in 2016 
after inspectors found hundreds of con¬ 
tainers of hazardous waste at the site. The 
owner, Gary Sayers, is serving a year in 
federal prison after pleading guilty to ille¬ 
gally storing the waste. 

Hexavalent chromium is usually created 
by an industrial process, such as plating 
or welding, according to the Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration. It is 
toxic and particularly harmful to the re¬ 
spiratory system, kidneys, liver, skin and 


eyes. 

The Environmental Protection Agency 
took samples of the contaminated water 
Friday to confirm that the substance is 
hexavalent chromium, Greenberg said. 

There is no imminent risk to the public 
and no impact on air or drinking water, 
Greenberg said. She said hexavalent chro¬ 
mium is most dangerous if someone inhales 
it or touches it. The highway’s shoulder was 
closed during cleanup to prevent people 
from approaching. 

Investigators say they believe the liquid 
traveled in an underground drain from the 
building’s basement, down an embankment 


toward the freeway and through a crack in 
a concrete retaining wall on the eastbound 
side of the highway, Greenberg said. The 
liquid froze into a blob once it reached the 
street, according to Michigan State Police. 

Officials have cleaned the contaminat¬ 
ed water from sewers and storm drains, 
Greenberg said. They are using a sump 
pump in the basement of Electro-Plating 
Services to move the liquid into a portable 
tank and keep it from migrating. 

Authorities will then decide what kind 
of long-term remediation is necessary, 
Greenberg said. 


NASA spacecraft circling sun stumbles upon trail of shooting stars 


By Sarah Kaplan 

The Washington Post 

SAN FRANCISCO — Once there was 
an asteroid that flew too close to the sun. It 
was small and dark and rocky, too fragile 
to withstand such scorching conditions. The 
asteroid cracked, releasing a burst of dust 
and debris. 

Though it continued traveling along its 
orbit, it dropped millions of fragments in its 
wake. 

Humans named the asteroid Phaethon, 
for the child of the Greek sun god who 
couldn’t handle his father’s chariot and 
nearly destroyed the world. 

Each December, when our planet plunges 


through Phaethon’s wake, we can see bits of 
the broken asteroid burn up in our atmo¬ 
sphere. Researchers call the light flashes 
the Geminid meteor shower. Children call 
them shooting stars. 

Scientists have struggled for years to pho¬ 
tograph Phaethon’s debris trail — until a 
NASA spacecraft serendipitously stumbled 
upon it. 

Parker Solar Probe, which took flight in 
2018, was designed to solve the enduring 
mystery of how our star gives off energy. 
Swooping closer to the sun’s surface than 
any earthly object has before, the space¬ 
craft measures magnetic fields, scoops up 
energetic particles and snaps images of the 
sun’s atmosphere and its streaming solar 


wind. 

While retreating from its third close ap¬ 
proach to the sun in November, the probe 
captured something curious with its wide- 
field imager. Just to the left of the Milky 
Way, there was a faint line of dust. 

Karl Battams, an astrophysicist at the 
U.S. Naval Research Laboratory, compared 
the position of the dust trail with Phaethon’s 
known orbit. It was a perfect match. 

“We’re very confident that we’re see¬ 
ing the Geminid meteor shower,” Battams 
said last week at the annual meeting of the 
American Geophysical Union. 

The segment of the trail captured by 
Parker Solar Probe is 60,000 miles across 
and 12 million miles long, though the dust in 


fact suffuses the entire length of Phaethon’s 
524-day orbit. Astronomers estimate it con¬ 
tains a billion kilograms of material. 

Phaethon’s messy habits make it unusual 
among asteroids. 

Some researchers even refer to it as a 
“rock comet,” though it spews dust instead 
of gas. By studying this debris trail, scien¬ 
tists hope to learn more about what caused 
Phaethon to splinter several thousand years 
ago. 

The asteroid’s history may one day be 
deeply relevant to Earth’s future. NASA 
has classified the Mount Kilimanjaro-size 
rock as a potentially hazardous Near-Earth 
Object (but no collisions are predicted for at 
least 400 years). 
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JFK reassured 
child of Santa's 
safety in 1961 



This is a carbon copy of an Oct. 28, 1961, letter President John 
Kennedy sent to 8-year-old Michelle Rochon. 


By Jessica Contrera 
The Washington Post 

Important matters of inter¬ 
national security aren’t usually 
what sitting presidents discuss 
with 8-year-old girls. 

But on a fall day in 1961, John 
Kennedy felt compelled to do 
just that after receiving a letter 
written in pencil. It was sent by 
Michelle Rochon, a third grader 
living in Marine City, Mich., 
a 4,000-person town near the 
state’s southeastern border with 
Canada. 

Michelle’s parents frequently 
discussed current events with 
her. The height of the Cold War 
was nearing, and Americans 
were wary of what the Soviet 
Union was about to do next. Ken¬ 
nedy was advising families to 
build nuclear fallout shelters in 
case of an atomic event. 

That possibility became all too 
real in October when news spread 
that the Soviets were planning to 
test the world’s largest nuclear 
weapon over the Arctic. 

Michelle heard her parents 
mention this development one 
evening at the dinner table. Im¬ 
mediately, she realized what the 
consequences of such an event 
would be. 

“I thought, well, Santa Claus,” 
she recalled to “Good Morn¬ 
ing America” in 2007. “And so I 


ran, sat down at the footstool and 
wrote the letter.” 

“Dear Mr. Kennedy, Please 
stop the Russians from bombing 
the North pole,” she wrote. “Be¬ 
cause they will kill Santa Claus. 
I am 8 years old. I am in the 3rd 
grade at Holy Cross School.” 

She took the letter to her neigh¬ 
borhood mailbox, addressed only 
to “President Kennedy; Washing¬ 
ton, D.C.” 

The envelope made its way to 
the White House. And on Oct. 28, 
Kennedy crafted an urgent reply. 

“Dear Michelle,” the com¬ 
mander in chief began. “I was 
glad to get your letter about try¬ 
ing to stop the Russians from 
bombing the North Pole and risk¬ 
ing the life of Santa Claus.” 

JFK once said of the holiday, 
“For uncounted millions, Christ¬ 
mas expresses the deepest hopes 
for a world of peace where love 
rather than mistrust will flourish 
between neighbors.” 

The president, too, had an in¬ 
terest in assuring the safety of 
Rudolph — and the rest of the 
world. 

“I share your concern about the 
atmospheric testing of the Soviet 
Union,” his letter continued, “not 
only for the North Pole but for 
countries throughout the world; 
not only for Santa Claus but for 
people throughout the world.” 


Luckily, being the leader of the 
free world comes with certain 
privileges. Evidently, one of them 
is a direct line to the Kringle 
residence. 

“You must not worry about 
Santa Claus,” Kennedy assured 
Michelle. “I talked with him 
yesterday and he is fine. He will 
be making his rounds again this 
Christmas.” 

He signed the letter “Sincerely, 
John Kennedy.” 

It was mailed back to Michi¬ 
gan, and a carbon copy was pre¬ 
served in the president’s papers. 
The John F. Kennedy Presiden¬ 
tial Library and Museum in Bos¬ 
ton showcases the letter around 
Christmas each year. 

The original quickly turned 
Michelle into a national sensation. 
She was interviewed by The As¬ 
sociated Press and other outlets. 

“Michelle told newsmen she 
was happy to get the President’s 
letter and felt better about 
Santa Claus,” the wire service 
reported. 


But two days after Kennedy 
wrote his letter, the hydrogen 
bomb Michelle had heard her 
parents discussing — known 
as the “Tsar Bomba” or “King 
of Bombs” in Russian — was 
detonated. 

Kennedy and other world lead¬ 
ers were quick to condemn the 
testing. They did not, in their of¬ 
ficial proclamations, give an up¬ 
date on the fate of Santa. 

But that year, Christmas came 
as usual in Michigan. 

Michelle, now known as Mi¬ 
chelle Phillips, told the Boston 
Globe in 2014 that she received 
letters from Santa Clauses around 
the world, thanking her for her 
concern. 

“I don’t know why it didn’t 
hit me that there were all these 
different Santa Clauses. I just 
figured it was all the one Santa 
Claus,” she said. 

“I had proof there was a Santa 
Claus. The United States told me 
they talked to Santa Claus, and he 
was fine.” 


Md. Hanukkah doughnuts are in high demand 



Evelyn HocKSTEiN/The Washington Post 


Arie “Popi” Eloul, owner of the Kosher Pastry Oven, and pastry chef 
Lior Weisman make jelly doughnuts for Hanukkah at the Kosher 
Pastry Oven in Silver Spring, Md., on Sunday. 


By Rebecca Tan 
The Washington Post 

It was still dark — and quiet 
— when the first doughnuts were 
dipped in hot oil. 

Hanukkah would be starting at 
sundown, less than 12 hours away, 
and the husband-and-wife own¬ 
ers of the Kosher Pastry Oven 
in Silver Spring, Md., needed to 
fry, fill and box several thousand 
doughnuts, an increasingly popu¬ 
lar treat for the Jewish holiday. 

Hundreds of people from across 
the Washington region will flock 
to the bakery in Montgomery 
County, Md.’s Kemp Mill neigh¬ 
borhood throughout the eight-day 
festival to buy the jelly- or cus¬ 
tard-filled pastries known in He¬ 
brew as sufganiyot. Every year, 
the store sells 15,000 to 18,000 of 
them during the holiday. 

“The people, they waiting for 
this the whole year,” said Shula 
Eloul, 67, who owns the Kosher 
Pastry Oven with her husband, 
Arie “Popi” Eloul, 70. In pre¬ 
vious years, she remembered, 


some customers cried when the 
bakery ran out of sufganiyot on 
Hanukkah. 

“I ask them, ‘Why are you cry¬ 
ing? Why? It’s only a doughnut!”’ 
she said, shaking her head. “They 
make you feel bad, so you can’t 
disappoint.” 

Demand has gotten so over¬ 


whelming that this year the own¬ 
ers chose not to take preorders 
for the first day of Hanukkah 
— unless someone was ordering 
five dozen or more. Everyone else 
simply had to turn up at the store 
and wait in line. 

Long before the 8 a.m. opening, 
Popi and pastry chef Lior Weis¬ 


man pulled out trays filled with 
balls of dough from metal refrig¬ 
erators decorated with order slips. 
The dough had been kneaded 
days earlier, but now each sphere 
needed to be proofed, fried in oil 
and filled with flavored stuffing 
before being dusted with pow¬ 
dered sugar. 

Popi, a friendly, affectionate 
chef of Israeli-Moroccan heri¬ 
tage, is beloved in Kemp Hill’s 
Orthodox Jewish community. He 
whistles while he bakes and slips 
easily — too easily, his wife says 
— into tales from his time in the 
Israeli army or from his travels 
through Europe. 

He was busy recounting the 
story of the couple’s immigration 
to the United States when Shula 
chided in Hebrew, “You need to 
start on the flavors!” 

At Kosher Pastry Oven, where 
the doughnuts sell for $2.25 or 
$2.50 a pop, there are only four 
flavors — original raspberry 
jelly, chocolate, vanilla custard 
and caramel. Customers say they 
would not have it any other way. 


Sales of 
pot edibles 
are up this 
Christmas 


By Kristine Owram 

Bloomberg 

Christmas is already a holiday 
that encourages over-indulgence, 
so why not throw a few pot edibles 
under the tree? 

Though the practice is unlikely 
to come anywhere close to April 
20 — better known as 4/20, a day 
pot users celebrate — consumers 
do buy more pot products as the 
season approaches, figures show. 

Cannabis sales grew 15% in 
the lead-up to Christmas 2018 
compared with the week before, 
according to U.S. data from can¬ 
nabis analytics firm Headset. 

The increase was most dramat¬ 
ic in edibles, where all segments 
saw sales grow by more than 
30%. Chocolate sales increased 
41%, while cookie sales were up 
about 50%. 

It’s “a lot 
same 


Santa has of the 
probably 
gotten 
some very 
special 
cookies 
for his 
troubles 
these 
past few 
years. r 


Headset , 

cannabis 1 


sweet treats 
we’re used 
to during the 
holidays,” 
Headset said 
in a Decem¬ 
ber report. 
“Santa has 
probably got¬ 
ten some 
very special 
cookies for 
his troubles 
these past few 
years.” 

. .. ,. Cannabis 

analytics firm beyerages 

also saw a 
sales increase on par with that in 
edibles, possibly because people 
are “replacing their nog with 
five-milligram sodas,” or it could 
be evidence that “non-drinking 
cannabis consumers are gravi¬ 
tating towards beverages in situ¬ 
ations that involve a lot of social 
pressure to drink alcohol,” Head¬ 
set said. 

Buying patterns indicate that 
Christmas shoppers aren’t buy¬ 
ing cannabis gifts for loved ones, 
but rather for themselves, Head¬ 
set said. 

“The Christmas season is still 
a bit of an enigma for the canna¬ 
bis industry, it seems,” the report 
said. 

“While there is evidence that 
cannabis products are being 
given as gifts, there isn’t quite 
enough to say it’s a mainstream 
Christmas gift yet.” 

However, holiday marketing 
shouldn’t be overlooked as canna¬ 
bis becomes more mainstream. 

“It’s conceivable that a top-shelf 
vape cartridge could become a 
gift item in the same way a bottle 
of scotch is,” Headset said. 

Canadians will likely have to 
wait until next year to get in the 
pot Christmas spirit as sales of 
edibles, vapes and beverages are 
getting off the ground slowly since 
they became legal on Dec. 16. 
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Japan proposes release of toxic water 



Shizuo Kambayashi/AP 


A Tokyo Electric Power Co. official wears protective gear at the Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear power plant 
in Okuma, Fukushima Prefecture, northeastern Japan, on Nov. 12, 2014. Japan has proposed gradually 
releasing treated radioactive water at the plant. 


By Mari Yamaguchi 

Associated Press 

TOKYO — Japan’s Economy 
and Industry Ministry proposed 
on Monday the gradual release or 
evaporation of massive amounts 
of treated but still radioactive 
water being stored at the tsuna¬ 
mi-wrecked Fukushima nuclear 
plant. 

The proposal to a group of ex¬ 
perts is the first time the min¬ 
istry has narrowed down the 
various options available to those 
choices. It is meant to solve a 
growing problem for the plant’s 
operator as storage space for the 
water runs out, despite fears of 
a backlash from the public. The 
draft proposal will be discussed 
further. 

Nearly nine years after the 
2011 meltdowns of three reactor 
cores at the Fukushima Dai-ichi 
Nuclear Plant, radioactive water 
continues to accumulate as water 
used to keep the cores cool leaks 
from the damaged reactors and is 
stored in tanks so it won’t escape 
into the ocean or elsewhere. 

For years, a government panel 
has been discussing ways to 
handle the crisis and to reassure 
fishermen and residents who fear 
possible health effects from re¬ 
leasing the radioactive water as 
well as harm to the region’s image 
and fishing industry. 

Fukushima fishermen and the 
National Federation of Fisheries 
Co-operative Associations have 
strongly opposed past sugges¬ 


tions by government officials that 
the water be released to the sea, 
warning of an “immeasurable 
impact on the future of the Japa¬ 
nese fishing industry,” with local 
fishermen still unable to resume 
full operations after the nuclear 
plant accident. 

The water has been treated, and 
the plant operator, Tokyo Electric 
Power Co., says all 62 radioac¬ 
tive elements it contains can be 


removed to levels not harmful to 
humans except for tritium. There 
is no established method to fully 
separate tritium from water, but 
scientists say it is not a problem in 
small amounts. Most of the water 
still contains other radioactive el¬ 
ements including cancer-causing 
cesium and strontium and needs 
further treatment. 

In Monday’s proposal, the 
ministry suggested a controlled 


release of the water into the Pa¬ 
cific, allowing the water to evapo¬ 
rate, or a combination of the two 
methods. The ministry said the 
controlled release to the sea is the 
best option because it would “sta¬ 
bly dilute and disperse” the water 
and can be properly monitored. 

A release is expected to take 
years and radiation levels will be 
kept well below the legal limit, 
the proposal said. 


Saudi Arabia sentences 5 to death in Khashoggi killing 


By Abdullah Al-Shihri 

AND AYA BATRAWY 

Associated Press 

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia 
— Saudi Arabia sentenced five 
people to death on Monday for the 
killing of Washington Post colum¬ 
nist and royal family critic Jamal 
Khashoggi, who was murdered 
in the Saudi Consulate in Istan¬ 
bul last year by a team of Saudi 
agents. 

The killing of Khashoggi 
stunned the international commu¬ 


nity and also many Saudi citizens, 
who were deeply shocked that a 
Saudi national could be killed by 
15 government agents inside one 
of the kingdom’s consulates. 

Another three people were sen¬ 
tenced to prison for a combined 
24 years, according to a statement 
read by the attorney general’s of¬ 
fice on Saudi state TV. No individ¬ 
ual breakdown for the sentencing 
was given. 

In total, 11 people were on trial 
in Saudi Arabia for the killing, 
but the government has not made 


their names public. All can ap¬ 
peal the preliminary verdicts. 

While the case in Saudi Arabia 
has largely concluded, questions 
still linger in the international 
court of public opinion about 
Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman’s culpability in the 
slaying. 

Khashoggi had walked into 
his country’s consulate in Istan¬ 
bul for a scheduled appointment 
to pick up documents that would 
allow him to marry his Turkish 
fiance. He never walked out and 


his body has not been found. 

Riyadh’s criminal court also 
ordered that the Saudi consul- 
general in Istanbul at the time, 
Mohammed al-Otaibi, be re¬ 
leased from prison after the ver¬ 
dicts were announced, according 
to state TV. 

Al-Otaibi has also been sanc¬ 
tioned by the U.S. due to his 
“involvement in gross violations 
of human rights.” The U.S. De¬ 
partment of State has also issued 
travel bans against the consul 
general’s immediate family. 


Putin opens railway bridge to Crimea 



Alexei Nikolsky, Pool/AP 


Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, rides 
a train across a new bridge linking Russia 
and the Crimean Peninsula in Taman, Russia, 
on Monday. 


Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Russian President Vladimir 
Putin on Monday inaugurated a massive rail¬ 
way bridge to Crimea, which Russia annexed 
from Ukraine in 2014. 

Putin rode a commuter train for the open¬ 
ing of the 11.9-mile bridge, which is the lon¬ 
gest in Europe. 

The $3.6 billion project is intended to bolster 
links between Russia and Crimea by increas¬ 
ing the transport of cargo and encouraging 
the flow of tourists. 

Putin congratulated construction workers 
on completing the bridge, saying that “it has 
proven our ability to carry out large-scale in¬ 
frastructure projects.” 

He said that 14 million passengers and 
about 13 million tons of cargo are expected to 


move across the bridge next year. 

While passenger traffic across the bridge 
was launched Monday, cargo trains will start 
rolling across it next July, said Transport 
Minister Yevgeny Ditrikh. 

Russia annexed Crimea in March 2014 on 
the grounds that the residents of the peninsu¬ 
la voted to join up with Russia. The move has 
met with widespread international censure, 
including U.S. and European Union sanctions 
on Russia. 

Ukraine has also blocked shipment of sup¬ 
plies via its territory to Crimea, and a ferry 
crossing from Russian Black Sea ports is 
often interrupted by gales. 

Car traffic across a parallel bridge for cars 
across the Kerch Strait between the Black Sea 
and the Sea of Azov opened in May 2018. 


Venice facing more 
floods but below peak 

ROME — The Italian lagoon 
city of Venice is facing the pros¬ 
pect of more intense floods at a 
time when it’s still counting the 
cost of the exceptionally high tide 
that hit it in November. 

Though the tide Monday morn¬ 
ing peaked lower than expected 
at 4.72 feet, it remains above 
the 1.40-meter mark considered 
exceptional. 

The latest surge comes at a 
particularly inopportune time for 
the city as it’s still reeling from 
the 1.87-meter-high tide on Nov. 
12, which was the highest in more 
than 50 years. 

Protesters block subway 
as Paris strike goes on 

PARIS — Striking French train 
workers blocked passengers from 
boarding one of the few subways 
functioning in Paris on Monday, 
leading to a standoff with police 
on the 19th day of nationwide 
strikes over the government’s 
plans to raise the retirement age 
to 64. 

The wildcat protest by a few 
dozen union activists caught pas¬ 
sengers by surprise and spilled 
onto the streets around the his¬ 
toric Gare de Lyon train station, 
further disrupting a key travel 
hub after more than two weeks of 
transportation trouble around the 
country. 

Images on French media and 
social media showed activists 
jumping and chanting and wav¬ 
ing union flags as they moved 
through the subway station, en¬ 
gulfed in red smoke from the 
flares they were waving. 

Gas station explodes in 
Bosnia; at least 1 dead 

SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Herzegov- 
ina — Bosnia’s police say at least 
one person was killed and several 
were injured when a car plunged 
into a gasoline station in the east¬ 
ern part of the country Monday, 
triggering a huge explosion. 

Police cordoned off the area 
near the town of Zvornik on 
the border with Serbia, fearing 
more blasts of gasoline storage 
tankers. 

An investigation into the cause 
of the incident is underway. 

4 Chinese abducted 
by pirates in Gabon 

LIBREVILLE, Gabon — Au¬ 
thorities searched Monday for 
four Chinese crew members who 
were taken hostage by pirates in 
speedboats off Gabon’s capital 
over the weekend. 

Government spokesman Ed- 
gard Anicet Mboumbou Miyak- 
ou confirmed Sunday that four 
vessels anchored in the bay off 
Libreville were targeted in the 
overnight attack. He said a Gabo¬ 
nese national, the commander of 
a vessel operated by the Satram 
company, was killed. 

Security forces were searching 
for the attackers in collaboration 
with Interpol and sub-regional 
organizations, the spokesman 
said. 

From The Associated Press 
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AMERICAN ROUNDUP 


Rabbi Sholly Cohen, with the Chabad Jewish Center of Carroll County, Md., puts the finishing touches on a more than 6-foot-tall menorah 
built by children from the center using hundreds of LEGO pieces. The LEGO menorah was lit by children Sunday night, the first day of 
Hanukkah, in a ceremony outside the Sykesville Town Hall. 

THE CENSUS 


$4M 


The amount for which a unique, dome-shaped house 
on the South Carolina coast was sold. The distinctive 
house, dubbed “Eye of the Storm,” features a white 
shell that resembles a Storm Trooper helmet from the 
movie “Star Wars.” It was built in the early 1990s by 
Huiet and Helen Paul after their beachfront home was destroyed in 1989 by 
Hurricane Hugo. The house is made of concrete and steel and weighs 1.3 million 
pounds. It includes an elevator, wet bar, skylight, an 889-square-foot deck and a 
bank vault room. 


Driver charged after 
pickup slams house 

m EAST PROVIDENCE — 
A man was charged with 
DUI after his pickup crashed 
through two yards and slammed 
into a house in Rhode Island. 

WPRI-TV reports the crash 
happened around 3:40 a.m. Satur¬ 
day near an intersection in East 
Providence. 

Police said the truck was trav¬ 
eling south on Veterans Memo¬ 
rial Parkway before veering off 
the road. The vehicle crashed 
through one home’s front lawn, 
shattering a fence and damag¬ 
ing small portions of the home. It 
then crashed into another yard, 
striking the house and destroying 
a set of glass doors. 

No injuries were reported. 
Brian Pimentel, 27, was charged 
with driving under the influence. 

Girl’s donation helps 
fund pet adoptions 

Al CULLMAN — Money 
raised by an 11-year- 
old girl to help a north Alabama 
animal shelter is being used to 
fund animal adoptions as an early 
Christmas treat. 

The Cullman Times reported 
that sixth grader Denna driv¬ 
ers has been helping the Cull¬ 
man County Animal Shelter for 
three years by holding yard sales 
and giving the proceeds to the 
operation. 

The girl’s mother, BethAnn 
Chivers, said Denna raised 
$3,000, which was used to pur¬ 
chase some equipment. The shel¬ 
ter decided to use the remainder 
of the money to offer free adop¬ 
tions to people looking for a pet. 

Firefighters assist in 
just-in-time delivery 

miJ PLAISTOW — Some 
Irl New Hampshire fire¬ 
fighters are being credited for 
assisting with a just-in-time 
delivery. 

Firefighters in Plaistow said 
they got to work when a woman 
arrived in the lobby and an¬ 
nounced she was having a baby. 

Firefighters told WMUR-TV 
the woman was put on a stretcher, 
and the fire station training room 
became a delivery room Friday 
evening. Seven minutes later, her 
baby boy was born. 

Firefighter and EMT Derek 
Travers said the episode was his 
first “field birth” in 23 years. 

An ambulance transported 
mother and baby to a hospital. 

Officer stops driverless 
SUV heading near kids 

BRIDGEPORT — A 
I Connecticut police of¬ 
ficer grabbed onto a driverless 
SUV that had rolled into traffic 
and stopped it from potentially 
hitting a group of kids, authori¬ 
ties said. 

Surveillance video posted 
online by news outlets shows 
Bridgeport School Resource Of¬ 
ficer Carlos Carmo Jr. running 
toward the moving vehicle and 
using his body to slow and stop 
the car. A group of Harding High 
School school students were walk¬ 


ing on the sidewalk near the path 
of the SUV. 

There were two passengers 
in the car but no driver when it 
somehow slipped out of park and 
rolled away, officials said. It had 
been parked on the street on a 
downward slope. 

Expensive jewelry is 
donated in charity pail 

Mn ANNAPOLIS — Sal- 
I w I mJ vation Army leaders 
in Maryland said a donor recent¬ 
ly dropped thousands of dollars 
worth of jewelry in a red kettle. 

Capt. Ryan Vincent, command¬ 
er of the Salvation Army in An¬ 
napolis, told the Capital Gazette 
everyone was shocked to find out 
the ring and two bracelets were 
real. 

One of the bracelets, a yellow- 
gold piece by Tiffany & Co., has 
been sold for $1,500. A gemolo- 
gist will soon examine the ring 
and second bracelet that features 
diamonds and rubies to deter¬ 
mine their value. 

Pearl Eldridge, the ringer who 
collected the donation, called the 
donor a “quiet spirit” and said the 
woman told her the pieces were 
sentimental but had been lying 
around. 

Forklift used to haul 
away illegal fishnet 

m HONOLULU — An il¬ 
legal fishing net discov¬ 
ered in a Hawaii bay was so large 
that a forklift was needed to move 
it, state officials said. 


The state Department of Land 
and Natural Resources said the 
net was found by two boaters in 
Oahu’s Kaneohe Bay earlier this 
month, Hawaii Public Radio re¬ 
ported Thursday. 

Two boaters discovered the net 
after their craft became entan¬ 
gled. The boaters said that after 
they pulled the net out of the bay, 
the apparent owners chased them 
to retrieve the equipment. 

The boaters returned to the 
harbor and their pursuers fled, 
they said. 

The boaters said their mea¬ 
surement found 500 yards of net¬ 
ting. Gill nets left floating on top 
of the water to trap fish can be no 
longer than 125 feet. 

Ice house burns; toxic 
ammonia released 

| . CHARLESTON — An 
ice house near Coos 
Bay caught fire Friday and re¬ 
leased ammonia that caused tem¬ 
porary evacuations. 

KEZI-TV reported the ice 
house which provided ice for an¬ 
glers in Charleston began burning 


and releasing ammonia about 9 
a.m. Friday. By Friday afternoon 
authorities said ammonia was no 
longer detected in the area and 
a recommended evacuation had 
been lifted. 

The Coos County Sheriff’s Of¬ 
fice said the ice house was mostly 
destroyed. 

Restaurant fights move 
of slave auction block 

Wit FREDERICKSBURG 
w — A restaurant is suing 
to stop the removal of a slave auc¬ 
tion block from a street corner in 
Virginia because the eatery fears 
it will see a decline in tourists. 

The Freelance-Star reported 
that the weathered stone is collo¬ 
quially known as the “slave auc¬ 
tion block” in a historic section of 
Fredericksburg. 

It’s long been a source of con¬ 
troversy. Fredericksburg’s city 
council has ordered the 176-year- 
old block to be moved to the Fred¬ 
ericksburg Area Museum. 

Two businesses are now fight¬ 
ing against the planned removal. 
They are the owner of a commer¬ 


cial building across the street 
and the owner of the Olde Towne 
Butcher shop and The Butcher’s 
Table restaurant. 

Toys donated for needy 
kids stolen, replaced 

P ■ MIAMI — Good Samar- 
r L itans have stepped up to 
replace toys for needy children 
that were in a trailer stolen from 
outside a school near Miami. 

Thieves took the trailer early 
Dec. 16, said Mayra Constantino, 
principal of St. Kevin Catholic 
School. 

The school and nonprofit orga¬ 
nization St. Vincent de Paul had 
been working together to collect 
toys as part of an annual holiday 
toy drive. Once people in the com¬ 
munity found out about the theft, 
they donated even more toys than 
the drive had already raised, 
Constantino said. 

Barn is moved with 
plans for restoration 

I A DUNCOMBE — After 
Ur\ more than a century, a 
barn near the tiny northern Iowa 
community of Duncombe is get¬ 
ting a new home and a new look. 

Matt and Libby Mitchell ac¬ 
quired the barn built in 1915 and 
watched nervously Thursday as 
it was moved about a mile over 
fields to a new location. Matt 
Mitchell prepared a path over 
fields by driving a blade over the 
land, smoothing out ruts. 

He plans to restore the barn. 
From wire reports 



Happy Hanukkah 
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KOREA GINSENG CORP 


I Origin of Korean Red Ginseng, which 
represents health functional foods of Korea 

Each country has its own foods for taking care of health. Like wine with 
France, Black Tea with England, and Manuka with New Zealand, Korean 
Red Ginseng has been associated with Korea. Korean Red Ginseng and 
its components may help prevent several types of harmful viruses. This 
supports the claim that Korean Red Ginseng boosts the immune system 
and illustrates why it has been a popular herbal remedy for more than 2,000 
years. 

6 Efficacies of Korean Red Ginseng 




Helps Main Healthy 
Energy Levels 



Helps Support 
Healthy Brain Function 



With the very quality of its exported 
edition for New York 


CheongKwanJang 

to First Open in the U.S. Military 
Commissaries 




These statements have not been evaluated by THE FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION. 

This products is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease 

I Heritage of KGC, the professional of Korean 
Red Ginseng with 120 years of history 

KGC(Korea Ginseng Corporation) was established in 1899, and has taken 
the lead in preserving the tradition of Korean ginseng for the past 120 
years. KGC now runs four regional headquarters in the US, China, Japan, 
and Taiwan, and operates overseas branches in m 
over 40 countries with more than 2,000 employees. | 

Expanding our reputation as a ginseng specialist, (cT) 

KGC now aims to gain recognition as a global general U 

health & wellness brand. 1 20th anniversary 

I World’s No.l CheongKwanJang, the very 
Red Ginseng brand Koreans love the most 

CheongKwanJang is the Korean Red Ginseng brand created by know-hows 
and passion of KGC. It has been the national gift from Korea’s president to 
other national leaders visiting Korea. This gift was also given to the leaders 
who participated in the 2019 ASEAN-Republic of Korea Commemorative 
Summit which took place in November 2019. We are extremely proud of 
our heritage and it is our mission to keep this tradition alive by introducing 
to consumers worldwide. A 76.9 percent share of the Korean Red Ginseng 

market! (source: Korea Food and Drug Administration, domestic sales in 2018) This figure JUSt 

makes it obvious for CheongKwanJang to be the most beloved Korean 
Red Ginseng brand. Now it’s your turn to @ the WORLD’S 

share this loved one for an active & energetic filjl vr** -4 

lifestyle all year long, it’s your turn to share j 1111 1 HU* 1 A. 

our tradition for an active & energetic lifestyle GINS ENG^ 

all year long. "" a brand mm 


3g x lOOPouch 2g x lOPouch 



Korean Red Ginseng Extract Tea 


Korean Red Ginseng Tea COOL 




Renesse Korean Renesse Sugar-free Nntrinark 

Red Ginseng Candy Korean RedGinseng Candy ivutripacK 

■ Sale Company HOLY Co., ■ Cell phone 010-3827-5600 
■ Address 522-2, Daedong-ro, Yeongju-si, Gyeongsangbuk-do, Korea 
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'Skywalker’ soars 

Force less strong with conclusive Star Wars 
saga, but it still makes $175.5M; ‘Cats’ flops 

By Jake Coyle 

Associated Press 

The Force was a little less strong with “Star Wars: The Rise of Sky- 
walker.” J. J. Abrams’ Skywalker finale couldn’t match its recent prede¬ 
cessors on opening weekend, but it still amassed a $175.5 million debut 
that ranked far, far away from all but a dozen films. 

“The Rise of Skywalker” came in with worse reviews than any Star 
Wars movie except for 1999’s “The Phantom Menace,” which famously 
heralded the debut of Jar Jar Binks. “The Rise of Skywalker” has a 57% 
fresh score on Rotten Tomatoes. 

That response might have muted what could have been a record-set- 
ting weekend. While Disney had cautiously estimated about a $165 
million opening, analysts had pegged “The Rise of Skywalker” for 
l around $200 million. 

“The Rise of Skywalker” pulled in $374 million worldwide, ac- 
I cording to studio estimates Sunday. 

Though it proved divisive with fans, 2017’s “The Last Jedi,” di- 
l rected by Rian Johnson, opened with $220 million. Abrams’ own 
^ “The Force Awakens” set a then-record in 2015 with a $248 million 
A debut. 

Such expectations did not await Tom Hooper’s adaptation of 
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s “Cats.” The much ridiculed big-screen 
musical, featuring infamous “digital fur technology,” scratched 
out just $6.5 million in ticket sales, sending Mr. Mistoffelees 
(and Universal Pictures) home to lick their wounds. 

The $100 million production, featuring an ensemble in¬ 
cluding Jennifer Hudson, Judi Dench, James Corden, Idris 
Elba, Ian McKellen and Taylor Swift, came in well behind 
projections. It opened in a distant fourth place. 

Holdovers “Jumanji: The Next Level” and “Frozen 2” 
both surpassed “Cats.” 

“Rise of Skywalker” culminated a tumultuous period in Star Wars, 
finishing off both a trilogy and nine-film cycle begun 42 years ago by 
George Lucas. The next Star Wars movie, not one in the Skywalker saga, 
isn’t scheduled for release until 2022. 

Daisy Ridley stars as Rey in “Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker.” 

Disney-Lucasf il m Ltd./AP 


Jennifer Hudson getting respect as Aretha in film trailer 


From wire services 

All Jennifer Hudson is asking for is a little 
respect — and she just might get it, judging 
by the first teaser of her forthcoming Aretha 
Franklin biopic, “Respect.” 

In a 44-second clip released Friday, the 
Oscar-winning actress, who starred in 
“Dreamgirls” and the 
current much-ma¬ 
ligned “Cats,” steps 
onto the stage as 
Franklin and belts out 
powerful bars from the 
music icon’s career-de¬ 
fining hit, “Respect.” 

Hudson is gilded in a 
glittering sequin gown 
and wears her hair in a 
short coif reminiscent 
of Franklin’s early 
days. She commands 
the microphone as the transcendent star. 

The inimitable Franklin, who died in Au¬ 
gust 2018 at the age of 76, hand-picked the 
“American Idol” alum to portray her in the 
long-gestating MGM feature film. Hudson 
performed “Amazing Grace” at Franklin’s 
funeral. 

The new film is helmed by stage director 
Liesl Tommy and follows Franklin’s journey 
from child prodigy in Detroit to international 


supernova. The director has promised it will 
be “rife with struggle and triumph.” 

Franklin’s legacy has become something 
of a pop-culture touchstone since her death: 
“Amazing Grace,” a long-lost concert docu¬ 
mentary, was released to much fanfare ear¬ 
lier this year, and National Geographic has 
slated its “Genius: Aretha” miniseries star¬ 
ring “Harriet” star Cynthia Erivo for May. 

“Respect” is due in theaters this summer. 
Along with Hudson, it stars Forest Whitaker, 
Marlon Wayans, Audra McDonald, Marc 
Maron, Tituss Burgess, Saycon Sengbloh, 
Hailey Kilgore, Skye Dakota Turner, Tate 
Donovan and Mary J. Blige. 

Acclaimed author and journalist 
Ward Just dead at 84 

Ward Just, a highly regarded political and 
war correspondent for The Washington Post 
who later drew upon his experiences for such 
acclaimed novels as “An Unfinished Season” 
and “Echo House," has died. He was 84. 

Just’s wife, Sarah Catchpole, told The As¬ 
sociated Press that he died Dec. 19 in Plym¬ 
outh, Mass. He had been suffering from 
Lewy body dementia. 

A native of Michigan City, Ind., and the 
son and grandson of newspaper publishers, 
he had covered overseas conflicts for News¬ 


week before becoming one of the first hires 
by the Post’s managing editor Ben Bradlee, 
who started his job in 1965. Assigned to 
cover the Vietnam War, Just wrote hundreds 
of stories and survived wounds suffered 
from a grenade thrown during an attack by 
the North Vietnamese. 

He returned to the United States in 1967 
and the following year covered the presiden¬ 
tial election won by Richard Nixon and pub¬ 
lished a book that openly questioned the war, 
“To What End? Report from Vietnam.” 

Over the next 50 years, Just was a prolific 
author of politically and socially conscious 
fiction, his influences including Hemingway 
and Henry James. “Echo House” was a Na¬ 
tional Book Award finalist in 1997 and “An 
Unfinished Season” was a Pulitzer Prize 
finalist in 2005. His other novels included 
“The American Ambassador,” “A Dangerous 
Friend” and “Exiles in the Garden.” 

Other news 

■ Claudine Auger, a French actress, has 
died at age 78, her agency, Time Art, con¬ 
firmed Friday. Auger was known partly for 
playing opposite Sean Connery’s James Bond 
in “Thunderball” in 1965. Auger played the 
character Dominique “Domino” Derval, a 
role for which Faye Dunaway had also been 
considered. 
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Blockbusters 
a problem for 
2019 box office 

By Ryan Faughnder 
Los Angeles Times 

Hollywood’s staggering rev¬ 
enue disparity at the box office 
was on full display this weekend 
as 2019 neared its close. 

“Star Wars: The Rise of Sky¬ 
walker,” the latest film in the four- 
decade-old science fiction saga, 
made space dust out of the widely 
panned adaptation of Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s musical “Cats,” 
which collected less than half 
what analysts were predicting. 

With the opening results of 
“Skywalker” and “Cats” in the 
bank, 2019 is on pace to close 
with a total of roughly $11.4 bil¬ 
lion in the U.S. and Canada, down 
4% from last year’s record levels, 
according to industry estimates. 

The results from the two major 
new releases this weekend re¬ 
flect a vexing problem for North 
American cinema owners, who 
have grown increasingly con¬ 
cerned about the vast delta be¬ 
tween the haves and have-nots at 
the box office — and the lack of a 
middle ground between the two. 

Yes, this was the year of “Aveng¬ 
ers: Endgame,” which became 
the highest-grossing global title 
ever (not adjusting for inflation), 
as well as Disney’s “Lion King” 
remake and “Frozen 2.” But it 
was also a year of historic flops. 
“Playmobil: The Movie,” for ex¬ 
ample, grossed just $656,000 in 
the U.S. and Canada in its open¬ 
ing weekend. 

Every year has its share of 
clunkers, but to many, the theatri¬ 
cal market is becoming a business 
that’s dominated by intellectual- 
property-powered blockbusters 
at the expense of almost every¬ 
thing else, including the midlevel 
films that used to keep theaters 
humming year-round. 

This year, a huge chunk of total 
sales went to a handful of titles. 
The top 10 films at the domestic 
box office have accounted for 38% 
of ticket sales so far this year, ac¬ 
cording to data firm Comscore. 
That’s up from 33% in 2018 and 
24% five years ago. 

“There’s a pretty diverse con¬ 
tent slate, but sometimes the big 
movies do suck the life out of the 
room,” said Chris Johnson, chief 
executive of Classic Cinemas, 
which operates 121 screens. 

One reason for the divide is 
that as the studios become in¬ 
creasingly risk-averse, much of 
the market for midbudget com¬ 
edies, dramas and rom-coms has 
migrated to streaming services 
such as Netflix. 

A handful of original films 
were breakout hits, raising hopes 
that fresh ideas can still thrive. 

Surprise successes included 
“Hustlers,” STX Entertainment’s 
well-reviewed Jennifer Lopez 
movie about a crew of strippers. 
Neon’s “Parasite,” South Korean 
director Bong Joon-ho’s thriller 
with a sharp critique of class di¬ 
visions, has continued to draw au¬ 
diences thanks to word-of-mouth 
hype. 

Another original film, “Knives 
Out,” a star-studded murder mys¬ 
tery, has collected an impressive 
$89.6 million so far for Lionsgate. 
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By Nancy French 
Special to The Washington Post 

M ark Galli is retiring in January 
as editor in chief of Christianity 
Today, a publication founded 
by the late evangelist Billy 
Graham. On Thursday, he decided to go 
out with a bang by expressing an unpopu¬ 
lar sentiment among much of the religious 
right in an op-ed titled “Trump Should Be 
Removed from Office,” which took off on 
social media, briefly caused the magazine’s 
website to crash and drew this lamentably 
predictable response from the president: 

“A far left magazine, or very ‘progres¬ 
sive,’ as some would call it, which has been 
doing poorly and hasn’t been involved with 
the Billy Graham family for many years, 
Christianity Today, knows nothing about 
reading a perfect transcript of a routine 
phone call and would rather have a Radical 
Left nonbeliever, who wants to take your 
religion & your guns, than Donald Trump 
as your President,” Trump tweeted. “No 
President has done more for the Evangeli¬ 
cal community, and it’s not even close.” 

Trump’s defenders are sure to chalk this 
up as just one more example that shows 
he is a “counterpuncher,” someone who 
always “hits back” when attacked. But the 
op-ed isn’t an attack — Galli concedes that 
the debate over impeaching and removing 
Trump is rife with partisanship, and he 
grants that reasonable minds can differ 
about whether impeachment or an election 
should decide Trump’s political fate. Rath¬ 
er, he is defending Christianity after years 
of its adherents’ moral compromises in the 
realm of politics. 

He is clear that he will not immediately 
change minds and might lose readers. A 
December NPR-PBS NewsHour-Marist 
poll found that 80% of white evangelical 
Christians oppose the Senate removing 
Trump from office, compared with 49% of 


By Hugh Hewitt 

Special to The Washington Post 

A fter more than a quarter-century 
of occasionally attempting to help 
direct traffic at the intersection 
of faith and politics — on radio, 
on PBS and in books — I am bewildered 
by Christianity Today editor Mark Galli’s 
column on Thursday, which has attracted 
so much love from the secular left. In con¬ 
demning President Donald Trump from 
the pages of the magazine Billy Graham 
founded, Galli has blindsided more than 
half of the evangelical Christians in the 
United States. 

The entire enterprise — the magazine 
plus online platform — will suffer even as 
Galli heads out to retirement in January. 
But Trump will not. 

What is remarkable is the selfishness of 
Galli’s act and, whether he has the applause 
of his editors, chief executive or financial 
backers, his legacy at the magazine will be 
to have done exactly what precedes every 
schism in every congregation ever, this 
time within the “CT” readership, what¬ 
ever its number: Take an absolutist stand 
on a radically divisive issue. But Galli is no 
Martin Luther. 

“Christianity Today is a nonprofit, glob¬ 
al media ministry centered on Beautiful 
Orthodoxy — strengthening the church 
by richly communicating the breadth of 
the true, good, and beautiful gospel,” pro¬ 
claims the magazine’s mission statement. 
“Reaching over five million people month¬ 
ly with various digital and print resources, 
the ministry equips Christians to renew 
their minds, serve the church, and create 
culture to the glory of God.” 


the public overall. But on Friday, Galli ex¬ 
plained his real mission: “As a Christian,” 
he told CNN’s John Berman, “I like to 
think of myself as a person who has given 
my ultimate loyalty to Jesus Christ and the 
gospel he’s called us to proclaim.” 

Christians are taught at an early age 
that earthly desires, power, prominence 
and even life itself are less important than 
obeying God. One commonly taught Bible 
story deals with how God’s people wrongly 
worshipped the idol Baal instead of the true 
God. “How long will you waver between 
two opinions?” a flummoxed prophet Elijah 
asked in 1 Kings 18:21. “If the Lord is God, 
follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.” 
Galli, fed up with the way many Christians 
have treated Trump like a demigod instead 
of a fallible human, displays some of the 
same consternation. 

He wrote: “Whether Mr. Trump should 
be removed from office by the Senate or by 
popular vote next election — that is a mat¬ 
ter of prudential judgment. That he should 
be removed, we believe, is not a matter of 
partisan loyalties but loyalty to the Creator 
of the Ten Commandments.” 

As evidence, he noted that Christian¬ 
ity Today has consistently encouraged 
its readers to prioritize the eternal — no 
matter the president and regardless of 
party affiliation — citing its 1974 editorial 
describing President Richard Nixon as a 
“person who has failed gravely to live up to 
the moral demands of our Judeo-Christian 
heritage” and its 1998 editorial calling Bill 
Clinton a president who operated “several 
commandments short of a decalogue.” 

Galli described Trump’s use of politi¬ 
cal power “to coerce a foreign leader to 
harass and discredit one of the president’s 
political opponents” as not just unconstitu¬ 
tional but also “profoundly immoral.” And 
he went on to say that “this president has 
dumbed down the idea of morality in his 
administration. He ... has admitted to im¬ 


Perhaps this is what it did before. It has 
now become just another content provider 
on politics, and of the left-wing sort. The 
real cost here is borne by readers who will 
simply shrug off appeals to resubscribe 
or give the platform a try. Americans are 
drenched in political conflict, and hun¬ 
dreds, even thousands, of outlets offer 
political commentary. Why in the world 
would anyone seek an absolutist political 
opinion from a website about evangelical 
faith? The answer is obvious: Most people 
won’t, and they will steer clear of yet an¬ 
other politicized platform. Has Galli’s col¬ 
umn changed a single mind in America, 
except about the magazine he was sup¬ 
posed to steward? 

I don’t know Galli. But Christianity 
Today has suffered the same long, slow 
decline that has crippled “mainstream 
denominations,” and perhaps the idea of 
putting on a show-stopping exit was just 
too tempting to pass up. But Galli should 
have done just that. That he knew this is 
given away in his perfunctory introducto¬ 
ry apologia: “The impeachment of Donald 
Trump is a significant event in the story 
of our republic,” Galli begins. “It requires 
comment.” 

But, of course, it isn’t such an event. 
Indeed, it seems likely to me that Trump 
will be reelected, and it is laughable to say 
that there is a clear, one-sided “Christian” 
appraisal of the case for or against the 
president. In a democratic republic, the 
people decide, and they will end up giv¬ 
ing the presidency back to Trump or to 
his opponent for reasons wholly unrelated 
to Christianity Today’s view on the ques¬ 
tion. Christians by the millions will be on 


moral actions in business and his relation¬ 
ship with women, about which he remains 
proud. His Twitter feed alone — with its 
habitual string of mischaracterizations, 
lies, and slanders — is a near perfect ex¬ 
ample of a human being who is morally lost 
and confused.” 

Too many evangelicals, Galli said, have 
taken a transactional approach to Trump, 
and they “have pointed to his Supreme 
Court nominees, his defense of religious 
liberty, and his stewardship of the econo¬ 
my, among other things, as achievements 
that justify their support.” He asked: “Can 
we say with a straight face that abortion is 
a great evil that cannot be tolerated and, 
with the same straight face, say that the 
bent and broken character of our nation’s 
leader doesn’t really matter in the end?” 

He anticipated that Trump’s defend¬ 
ers, such as Billy Graham’s son, the Rev. 
Franklin Graham, would counter that “all 
past presidents and as each one of us are” 
guilty of sin. But, Galli stressed, “none of 
the president’s positives can balance the 
moral and political danger we face under 
a leader of such grossly immoral charac¬ 
ter.” The message, unmistakably, is that 
impeachment, and the Ukraine contro¬ 
versy that precipitated it, is a byproduct 
of a more profound failing. One that, as a 
Christian, Galli can no longer abide, and 
that he sees as tainting Christians and their 
faith so long as they acquiesce to Trump’s 
leadership. 

A Christianity dependent on Trump is a 
weak faith, indeed. 

In Romans 11:4, the apostle Paul de¬ 
scribes those who “have not bowed the 
knee to Baal” as God’s chosen remnant. In 
Christianity Today, Galli is asking Chris¬ 
tians to join that remnant now to ensure 
that Christianity is no longer compromised 
for political expediency. 

Nancy French is a five-time New York Times 
best-selling author. 


both sides of that election. They did not 
need, or ask for, this intervention in their 
deliberation. 

“The typical CT approach is to stay above 
the fray and allow Christians with differ¬ 
ent political convictions to make their ar¬ 
guments in the public square, to encourage 
all to pursue justice according to their con¬ 
victions and treat their political opposition 
as charitably as possible,” Galli continued, 
just before he implicitly condemned every 
Christian who supports Trump. There 
are tens of millions who already condemn 
Trump, and tens of millions who don’t. But 
whether Trump is good or bad for the re¬ 
public isn’t a theological question. It is a 
political one. 

By injecting Christianity into that de¬ 
bate, Galli inevitably suggests (especially 
to the left, for whom it is convenient) that 
people of the Christian faith are, in fact, 
obliged to condemn Trump and support 
his impeachment. This is risible. It is irre¬ 
sponsible. It also proved irresistible. 

The only interesting question about all 
this is why Galli felt compelled to sacrifice 
the best interests of the platform he was 
supposed to nurture? I don’t know the an¬ 
swer, but I can calculate the cost. It is im¬ 
mense. The only redeeming aspect of this is 
the condemnation now flowing down from 
previous supporters of the once-traditional 
fortress of evangelicalism. Perhaps that 
will save other congregations of believers, 
whether virtual or still organized around 
pews or causes, from the same intemper¬ 
ate outbursts from their leadership. 

Hugh Hewitt, a Washington Post contributing 
columnist, hosts a nationally syndicated radio 
show and is author of “The Fourth Way: The 
Conservative Playbook for a Lasting GOP Majority.” 


Magazine took aim at Trump but it hurt only itself 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 North — 

5 Green prefix 
8 Oodles 

12 Writer Kingsley 

13 As well 

14 Capri, e.g. 

15 Souvenir seller 

17 Move like a 
butterfly 

18 Tours season 

19 Snaky fish 

20 Ceases 

21 Solidify 

22 Twitch 

23 Shroud city 
26 He can hold 

his head high 

30 “Dream on!” 

31 Zero-star review 

32 Santa’s runway 

33 Old English 
Sheepdog 
feature 

35 Skilled 

36Tramcar contents 

37 the 
season ...” 

38 Poker ploy 

41 Fish propeller 

42 Spa sounds 

45 Protracted 

46 Decorative paper 

48 “There!” 

49 Santa’s helper 

50 Penne — Vodka 

51 Uppity one 


52 Ambulance 
initials 

53 Lunch hour 

DOWN 

1 Leaf 

2 Skip 

3 Biography 

4 Ballpark fig. 

5 Lucy’s pal 

6 “Neato!” 

7 “Alley —” 

8 Prepaid stocking 
stuffers 

9 Capital on a fjord 

10 Radar image 

11 Collections 
16 Beheld 

20— Lancelot 

21 Eloquent 
person’s talent 

22 Can metal 


23 Indent key 

24 GI entertainers 

25 Tease 

26 Cowboy’s 
sweetie 

27 Nemesis 

28 Dandy guy 

29 Newt 

31 Bakery purchase 
34 Canine cry 
35“— Misbehavin’ ” 

37 Squabbles 

38 Diner orders 

39 Cash advance 

40 Loosen 

41 Motion picture 

42 Folksinger 
Guthrie 

43 Saintly ring 

44 Bridge 

46 “My word!” 

47 Pallid 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



12-24 CRYPTOQUIP 

PIKF FBUB KFEMFKKGU BGK 


QACO BFO GAPOT 
ECKUU TAC YMEIH 


UAGHU, M 
XBQQ HIKY 


GBCXACU UXMKFHMUHU. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: SITCOM ABOUT A BOY 
WHO HATES BEING A CHILD AND WANTS TO 
GROW UP RAPIDLY: “MAD ABOUT YOUTH.” 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: F equals N 
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SCOREBOARD/MLB/COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 
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College basketball 


Sunday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Bentley 82, Bloomfield 76, OT 
Caldwell 63, Stonehill 61 
Colgate 89, Columbia 71 
Franklin Pierce 84, Felician 74 
Flartford 80, Cornell 76 
Hofstra 63, Manhattan 51 
NJIT 74, Kean 46 
New Paltz 57, Wartburg 56 
Radford 73, Richmond 58 
Rutgers 63, Lafayette 44 
Sacred Fleart 89, Holy Cross 68 
Seton Hall 75, Prairie View 55 
St. Francis (Pa.) 78, William & Mary 72 
St. Francis Brooklyn 81, Del. St. 62 
St. Peter’s 69, LIU Brooklyn 58 
UConn 88, New Hampshire 62 
SOUTH 

Austin Peay 80, Alabama St. 69 
Coe 70, Randolph 54 
East Carolina 60, Charlotte 56 
FAU 65, Mercer 50 
FIU 83, Stetson 67 
Harvard 60, Howard 55 
Lincoln Memorial 77, Kentucky Wes¬ 
leyan 75 

NC State 83, The Citadel 63 
New Mexico St. 58, Mississippi St. 52 
Old Dominion 76, Md.-Eastern Shore 52 
Rollins 58, Montana St.-Billings 54 
South Carolina 70, Virginia 59 
UAB 77, Duquesne 68 
Wofford 83, Kennesaw St. 70 
Yale 54, Clemson 45 

MIDWEST 

Augustana (III.) 68, Wis.-Stevens Pt. 60 
Carroll (Wis.) 83, Husson 59 
Davidson 59, Loyola of Chicago 56 
Drury 94, Pittsburg St. 92 
Elmhurst 93, Illinois College 68 
Indiana St. 85, Chicago St. 64 
Iowa St. 89, Purdue Fort Wayne 59 
N. Iowa 88, Marshall 80 
S. Indiana 105, Tiffin 89 
UMKC 78, South Dakota 75 
Whittier 80, Denison 69 
SOUTHWEST 
Xavier 67, TCU 59 

FAR WEST 

CS Northridge 85, San Francisco St. 50 
CS Stanislaus 59, CS-East Bay 58 
Cal Baptist 103, MVSU 66 
Chapman 71, UC Santa Cruz 48 
Georgia Tech 74, Boise St. 60 
Houston 81, Portland 56 
Loyola Marymount 53, Cal St.-Fuller- 
ton 46 

New Mexico 107, Houston Baptist 88 
UC Riverside 80, San Jose St. 65 
UC San Diego 66, Cal Poly-Pomona 56 
UC Santa Barbara 68, Merrimack 50 
Washington 85, Ball St. 64 

Sunday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

American U. 66, George Washington 53 
Brown 58, Fairfield 44 
Colgate 74, Wagner 58 
Florida r -'"- - -- 


llc ih , vvaynei do 

_la Gulf Coast 93, Temple 67 

Holy Cross 82, New Hampshire 61 
Penn St. 88, Sacred Heart 65 
UConn 97, Oklahoma 53 
West Virginia 71, Syracuse 69 
SOUTH 

Florida St. 79, Michigan 69 
Georgia 84, Gardner-Webb 56 
Georgia St. 74, SlU-Edwardsville 73 
North Alabama 99, SC State 46 
South Carolina 73, South Dakota 60 
VCU 67, UC Riverside 51 
MIDWEST 

Butler 85, Fort Wayne 58 
Kansas 68, Saint Louis 60 
Miami (Ohio) 72, Evansville 64 
N. Dakota St. 92, Waldorf 26 
N. Iowa 71, Iowa St. 63 
Nebraska 71, Manhattan 51 
UCLA 68, Indiana 58 

SOUTHWEST 
TCU 79, Texas State 52 
Texas 69, Stanford 64 
Texas Tech 83, Louisiana-Monroe 38 
Texas-Arlington 51, SMU 46 
FAR WEST 

Boise St. 76, Pepperdine 74 
Grand Canyon 77, Whittier 41 


Deals 


Sunday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Signed RHP 
Julio Teheran to a one-year contract. 

BASKETBALL 

NBA — Suspended Washington G 
Isaiah Thomas two games for entering 
spectator stands. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ANAHEIM DUCKS - Recalled RW Dan¬ 
iel Sprang from San Diego (AHL). 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Placed RW An¬ 
thony Mantha on IR. Recalled G Jimmy 
Howard from long-term IR at Grand Rap¬ 
ids (IL). 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Recalled F 
Phillip Di Giuseppe from Hartford (AHL). 


College football 


Bowl glance 


Friday, Dec. 20 
Bahamas Bowl 
Nassau 

Buffalo 31, Charlotte 9 

Frisco (Texas) Bowl 
Kent St. 51, Utah St. 41 

Saturday, Dec. 21 
Celebration Bowl 
At Atlanta 

NC A&T 64, Alcorn State 44 

New Mexico Bowl 
Albuquerque 

San Diego State 48, Central Michigan 11 

Cure Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Liberty 23, Georgia Southern 16 

Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl 

FAU 52, SMU 28 

Camellia Bowl 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Arkansas St. 34, FIU 26 

Las Vegas Bowl 
Washington 38, Boise St. 7 

New Orleans Bowl 
Appalachian State 31, UAB 17 
Monday, Dec. 23 
Gasparilla Bowl 
At Tampa, Fla. 

UCF (9-3) vs. Marshall (8-4) 

Tuesday, Dec. 24 
Hawaii Bowl 


BYU (7-5) vs. Hawaii (9-5) 

Thursday, Dec. 26 
Independence Bowl 
Shreveport, La. 

Miami (6-6) vs. Louisiana Tech (9-3) 

Quick Lane Bowl 
Detroit 

Pittsburgh (7-5) vs. Eastern Michigan (6-6) 


Military B< 
Annapolis, 


North Carolina (6-6) vs. Temple (8-4) 

Pinstripe Bowl 
New York 

Wake Forest (8-4) vs. Michigan State 
(6-6) 

Texas Bowl 
Houston 

Oklahoma State (8-4) vs. Texas A&M (7-5) 

Holiday Bowl 
San Diego 

Iowa (9-3) vs. Southern Cal (8-4) 

Cheez-lt Bowl 
Phoenix 

Air Force (10-2) vs. Washington State (6-6) 

Saturday, Dec. 28 
Camping World Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Notre Dame (10-2) vs. Iowa State (7-5) 

Cotton Bowl Classic 
Arlington, Texas 

Penn State (10-2) vs. Memphis (12-1) 

Peach Bowl 
Atlanta 
CFP Semifinal 

LSU (13-0) vs. Oklahoma (12-1) 

Fiesta Bowl 
Glendale, Ariz. 

CFP Semifinal 

Ohio State (13-0) vs. Clemson (13-0) 

Monday, Dec. 30 
SERVPRO First Responder Bowl 
Dallas 

Western Kentucky (8-4) vs. Western 
Michigan (7-5) 

Music City Bowl 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Mississippi State (6-6) vs. Louisville 
(7-5) 

Redbox Bowl 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Illinois (6-6) vs. California (7-5) 

Orange Bowl 
Miami Gardens, Fla. 

Florida (10-2) vs. Virginia (9-4) 
Tuesday, Dec. 31 
Belk Bowl 
Charlotte, N.C. 

Kentucky (7-5) vs. Finia Tech (8-4) 

Sun Bowl 
El Paso, Texas 

Florida State (6-6) vs. Arizona State (7-5) 

Liberty Bowl 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Kansas State (8-4) vs. Navy (9-2) 

Arizona Bowl 
Tucson, Ariz. 

Wyoming (7-5) vs. Georgia State (7-5) 

Alamo Bowl 
San Antonio 
Texas (7-5) vs. Utah (11-2) 

Wednesday, Jan. 1 
Citrus Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Michigan (9-3) vs. Alabama (10-2) 

Outback Bowl 
Tampa, Fla. 

Minnesota (10-2) vs. Auburn (9-3) 

Rose Bowl 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Oregon (11-2) vs. Wisconsin (10-3) 

Sugar Bowl 
New Orleans 

Georgia (11-2) vs. Baylor (11-2) 

Thursday, Jan. 2 
Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl 

Cincinnati (10-3) vs. Boston College (6-6) 

Gator Bowl 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

Indiana (8-4) vs. Tennessee (7-5) 

Friday, Jan. 3 

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 

Ohio (6-6) vs. Nevada (7-5) 

Saturday, Jan. 4 
Armed Forces Bowl 
Fort Worth, Texas 

Southern Miss (7-5) vs. Tulane (6-6) 

Monday, Jan. 6 
Lendingtree Bowl 
Mobile, Ala. 

Miami (Ohio) (8-5) vs. Louisiana-Lafay- 
ette (10-3) 

Monday, Jan. 13 
College Football Championship 
New Orleans 

Peach Bowl winner vs. Fiesta Bowl 


Ryu, Jays agree to $ 80 M deal 


By Mike Fitzpatrick 

Associated Press 

Hyun-Jin Ryu is headed north of the border to 
a Toronto Blue Jays team in dire need of starting 
pitching. 

One that was willing to pay for it, too. 

Ryu and the Blue Jays agreed to an $80 million, 
four-year contract, according to a person familiar 
with the negotiations. The person spoke late Sunday 
night on condition of anonymity because the deal 
was pending a physical after Christmas and had not 
been announced. 

Ryu was 14-5 with a major league-best 2.32 ERA 
for the Los Angeles Dodgers last season. He started 
for the National League in his first All-Star Game 
and finished second in Cy Young Award voting to 
New York Mets ace Jacob deGrom. 

The 32-year-old left-hander from South Korea 
receives a $20 million salary each of the next four 
years, with no signing bonus. His deal raised agent 
Scott Boras’ total to more than a billion dollars in 
guaranteed contracts — $1,016,500,000 to be exact 
— for seven players eligible for free agency since 
the start of November, agreements extending as 
many as nine seasons. 

Toronto is set to add Ryu to the top of a revamped 
rotation that should also include newcomers Tanner 
Roark and Chase Anderson. 

Roark signed a $24 million, two-year deal last 
week with Toronto, which finished fourth in the AL 
East at 67-95 last season. Anderson, also a right¬ 
hander, was acquired from Milwaukee last month. 

Pitching was certainly a problem: No starter won 
more than six games for the Blue Jays this year, and 
the rotation ranked 22nd out of 30 teams with a 5.25 
ERA. 

Ryu, who turns 33 in March, spent his first seven 
years in the majors with the Dodgers after coming 



Julio Cortez/AP 


Free agent pitcher pitcher Hyun-Jin Ryu and the 
Toronto Blue Jays have agreed to an $80 million, 
four-year contract, according to a person familiar 
with the negotiations. The deal had not been 
announced. Ryu was 14-5 with a major league- 
best 2.32 ERA for the Dodgers last season. 

over from South Korea and signing a $36 million, 
six-year contract before the 2013 season. He was ef¬ 
fective the first two years but sat out the 2015 sea¬ 
son and made only one appearance in 2016 due to 
left shoulder surgery and elbow tendinitis. He also 
missed time in 2017 with injuries to his left hip and 
foot. 

Ryu re-emerged with a 1.97 ERA in 15 starts in 
2018 and accepted a $17.9 million qualifying offer 
from Los Angeles for 2019. He threw 182 2 / 3 innings 
in 29 starts this year for the NL West champions. 


Top 25 roundup 

South Carolina upsets No. 9 Virginia 


South Carolina guard A.J. Lawson shoots next to Virginia forward Jay 
Huff on Sunday. Lawson had 10 points in the second half. 


Associated Press 

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. 
— Jair Bolden scored 15 of his 
22 points in the first half and A. J. 
Lawson had 10 of his 14 in the sec¬ 
ond to help South Carolina beat 
No. 9 Virginia 70-59 on Sunday. 

The Gamecocks (8-4) led 23-11, 
saw Virginia pull even at 45 with 
just over 11 minutes to play and 
promptly scored 12 of the next 17 
points. The Cavs never got closer 
than five the rest of the way. 

Martin called a timeout in 
the middle of a 13-3 run by Vir¬ 
ginia that pulled them even, but 
watched as the Cavaliers closed 
the gap, letting his team figure it 
out. 

“I’m sitting on the bench say¬ 
ing, ‘Wow! That’s pretty neat,”’ 
he said of seeing them respond. 

Bolden incurred the ire of an 
official, and then coach Frank 
Martin, early in the game, after 
a foul call, but was unstoppable 
when he returned later in the 
first half, His 15 points at the 
break were a season high and in¬ 
cluded three three-pointers, most 
of them well-contested. 

Mamadi Diakite scored a ca¬ 
reer-high 21 points to lead Vir¬ 
ginia (9-2). The Cavaliers had a 
season-high 19 turnovers, leading 
to 23 Gamecocks points. 

No. 22 Washington 85, Ball 
State 64: At Honolulu, Jaden 
McDaniels scored 22 points, 
Quade Green had 21 and Wash¬ 


ington pulled away from Ball 
State in a Diamond Head Classic 
quarterfinal. 

Isaiah Stewart added 19 points 


and 10 rebounds for the Huskies 
(9-2). They who shot 56% percent 
from the field and won for the 
seventh time in eight games. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL _ 

Gonzaga is sixth team to reach No. 1 this season 



Young Kwak/AP 


Gonzaga forward Corey Kispert celebrates the Bulldogs’ 94-81 win 
over North Carolina in Spokane, Wash., last week. Gonzaga moved 
up to take over the top spot in the AP Top 25 from Kansas, which 
lasted only a week at No. 1 before losing at now-No. 10 Villanova. 


No stability atop poll 

By Aaron Beard 

Associated Press 

Gonzaga is the latest No. 1 in 
The Associated Press Top 25 
men’s college basketball poll that 
has had no stability on the top 
line. 

The Bulldogs moved up a spot 
to take over for Kansas, which 
lasted only a week at No. 1 before 
losing at now-No. 10 Villanova. 
At the time, that had marked the 
first time the AP poll has had 
five different No. Is before New 
Year’s Day. 

And now it’s six, with the Zags 
(13-1) earning 54 of 65 first-place 
votes to outdistance Ohio State in 
a year with no dominant team. 

Gonzaga’s only loss was to No. 
11 Michigan in the champion¬ 
ship game of the Battle 4 Atlan¬ 
tis in the Bahamas on Nov. 29. 
The Zags have won five straight 
since, including victories at No. 
21 Washington and No. 24 Arizo¬ 
na as well as a home win against 
North Carolina. 

“I don’t think they should be 
doing polls this year until March,” 
Gonzaga coach Mark Few said 
after Saturday’s win against East¬ 
ern Washington. “I’m serious, I 


mean, it’s just an effort in futility 
at this point.” 

This is the eighth season to 
have as many as six different 
teams reach No. 1, though it has 
happened now three times in the 
past five years. The record for 
an entire season is seven, set in 
1982-83 when names like Michael 


Jordan and Ralph Sampson were 
still in the college ranks. 

Michigan State, Kentucky, 
Duke and Louisville were the 
first four teams to hit No. 1. 
Throw in Kansas, and none has 
won more than twice before suf¬ 
fering a loss. 

The Zags won’t stumble this 


week, at least; they don’t play 
again until hosting Detroit Mercy 
next Monday evening after an¬ 
other poll is released. 

Buckeyes climb: The second- 
ranked Buckeyes (11-1) have put 
together a nonconference resume 
likely to help their NCAA Tour¬ 
nament seeding come Selection 
Sunday. 

The Buckeyes had lopsided wins 
against Villanova and at then- 
ranked UNC, then beat Kentucky 
over the weekend in a matchup 
of top-6 teams. That helped them 
earn nine first-place votes to jump 
three spots Monday. 

The top tier: Louisville re¬ 
mained at No. 3 ahead of its state 
rivalry game against Kentucky 
this weekend, followed by Duke 
and Kansas, which fell four spots 
to No. 5. 

Oregon, Baylor, still-unbeaten 
Auburn, Memphis and Villanova 
rounded out the top 10. 

Rising: Villanova made the 
week’s biggest jump, climbing 
eight spots after taking down the 
Jayhawks. No. 12 Butler and No. 
15 San Diego State also had big 
moves, each climbing five spots. 

In all, 16 teams moved up from 
last week. 

Sliding: Six teams fell in the 
poll, all taking significant slides. 

The biggest was Kentucky, 


which fell 13 spots to No. 19 after 
losses to Utah and Ohio State in 
Las Vegas. Arizona fell eight spots 
to No. 24 after following the Gon¬ 
zaga loss with a loss to St. John’s. 
And Virginia fell seven spots to 
No. 16 after a home loss to South 
Carolina. 

No. 13 Maryland (down six 
spots), No. 18 Dayton (five) and 
Kansas (four) had the other 
slides. 

Status quo: Louisville and 
Duke were the only teams to re¬ 
main in their position from last 
week. 

Welcome: Iowa was the lone 
new addition at No. 25, with the 
Hawkeyes (9-3) cracking the poll 
for the first time this season after 
beating Minnesota, Iowa State 
and Cincinnati. 

Farewell for now: Tennes¬ 
see (No. 21) fell out of the poll to 
make room for Iowa after a loss at 
Cincinnati. 

Conference watch: Iowa’s ar¬ 
rival gave the Big Ten a national- 
best six teams in the AP Top 25, a 
haul that included preseason No. 
1 Michigan State at No. 14 and 
Penn State at No. 20. 

The Atlantic Coast and Big 12 
conferences were next with four 
teams each while the Pac-12 had 
three. 
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NHL/NBA 



Carlos Osorio/AP 


Red Wings center Frans Nielsen, left, attempts a shot past Coyotes 
goaltender Antti Raanta during the third period on Sunday in Detroit. 

NHL roundup 


Flames rock Stars 
behind power play 


Associated. Press 

DALLAS — The Calgary 
Flames overpowered the Dallas 
Stars. 

Matthew Tkachuk, Sean Mo¬ 
nahan and Mikael Backlund 
scored power-play goals and Cal¬ 
gary beat the Stars 5-1. 

Elias Lindholm assisted on the 
Flames’ first three goals. 

“They’re getting some nice 
chemistry,” Flames interim coach 
Geoff Ward said of Tkachuk and 
Lindholm. “The power play looked 
like it did for long stretches of last 
year. The key thing for us tonight 
was that the puck movement was 
quick and on the tape.” 

Tkachuk’s 14th goal of the sea¬ 
son broke a 1-1 tie in the second 
period. Monahan also scored in 
the second. Backlund’s goal in 
the third period preceded a short- 
handed, empty-net goal by Derek 
Ryan. 

“The last five or six games, I 
think we’ve played well,” Lind¬ 
holm said. “Just get open, keep 
building chemistry, and we’ll be 
fine.” 

The three power-play goals 
were also the most allowed by the 
Stars’ penalty killers this season. 

“Our penalty kill has won us a 
lot of games. It cost us a game to¬ 
night,” Dallas interim coach Rick 
Bowness said, “but it wasn’t the 
only reason we lost tonight. We 
scored one goal.” 

The Stars were without key 
penalty killers for four of Cal¬ 
gary’s five power plays. Mattias 
Janmark didn’t play after the first 
period because of a lower-body 
injury and other penalty killers 
were in the box for two goals. 

Coyotes 5, Red Wings 2: Clay¬ 
ton Keller had two goals and an 
assist to lead visiting Arizona 
past Detroit. 

Carl Soderberg, Taylor Hall 
and Christian Dvorak also scored 
for Arizona. 

Antti Raanta made 28 saves in 
Arizona’s first game since No. 1 
goalie Darcy Kuemper sustained 
a lower-body injury Friday dur¬ 
ing an 8-5 loss to Minnesota. 

Rangers 5, Ducks 1: Chris 
Kreider scored twice and host 
New York beat Anaheim to end a 
three-game losing streak. 

Mika Zibanejad had a goal and 
an assist, while Filip Chytil and 


Brett Howden also scored for the 
Rangers. 

Golden Knights 3, Sharks 1: 

Shea Theodore scored the tie¬ 
breaking goal with 11:55 remain¬ 
ing in the third period and visiting 
Vegas beat struggling San Jose 
for its ninth win in 13 games. 

Paul Stastny and Jonathan 
Marchessault also scored to keep 
the Golden Knights tied for first 
place in the Pacific Division with 
Arizona. 

NHL scoreboard 


Boston 

Toronto 

Florida 

Buffalo 

Montreal 

Tampa Bay 

Ottawa 

Detroit 


Eastern Conference 

c Division 

W L OT Pts GF GA 


34 17 13 

37 15 18 
9 26 


Washington 
N.Y. Islanders 
Carolina 
Pittsburgh 
Philadelphia 
N.Y. Rangers 
Columbus 
New Jersey 


Metropolitan Division 


51 123 97 
42 125 116 
41 126 115 
41 114 116 
40 115 115 
38 118 110 
34 103 122 
‘ 82 150 


57 134 104 
49 103 88 
46 118 94 
46 120 96 
45 116 105 
38 113 113 
38 95 104 
27 84 127 


Western Conference 


St. LOUiS 
Colorado 
Winnipeg 

Nashville 

Minnesota 

Chicago 

Arizona 

Edmonton 
Calgary 
Vancouver 
Anaheim 
Los Angeles 


37 23 

36 22 11 

36 21 13 


39 20 15 


38 19 : 


52 114 ! 
47 127 100 
44 111 101 
44 100 97 
40 123 114 

39 115 126 
36 104 118 

46 110 96 
46 119 111 
44 115 120 
43 104 113 

40 120 113 
34 96 114 


18 15 
15 18 

15 19 

16 20 

Note: Two points for a ___ 

for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Sunday’s games 
N.Y. Rangers 5, Anaheim 1 
Calgary 5, Dallas 1 
Arizona 5, Detroit 2 
Vegas 3, San Jose 1 

Monday’s games 
Carolina at Toronto 
Calgary at Minnesota 
Washington at Boston 
Columbus at N.Y. Islanders 
N.Y. Rangers at Philadelphia 
Florida at Tampa Bay 
Buffalo at Ottawa 
Arizona at Nashville 
Montreal at Winnipeg 
New Jersey at Chicago 
St. Louis at Los Angeles 
Edmonton at Vancouver 
Colorado at Vegas 

Tuesday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Wednesday's games 
No games scheduled 

Thursday's games 
No games scheduled 


NBA roundup 


Nuggets win 6th in a row 


Millsap leads six in double figures against LeBron-less Lakers 


Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Buoyed by a 
perfect five-game homestand, the 
Denver Nuggets hit the road and 
kept on winning. 

Paul Millsap scored 21 points 
and the Nuggets dominated the 
second half in defeating the Los 
Angeles Lakers, who were with¬ 
out LeBron James, 128-104 on 
Sunday night for their sixth win 
in a row. 

“Our last homestand gave us 
confidence to come on the road 
and win,” Millsap said. “We have 
so many weapons.” 

The Nuggets had six players 
in double figures. Gary Harris 
added 19 points, Nikola Jokic had 
18 points, Malik Beasley had 16 
points and Will Barton III had 
14 points and a career-high-tying 
13 rebounds for the Nuggets, who 
pulled away to a 23-point lead 
early in the fourth. 

“It feels good to get a win in 
L.A. even if LeBron wasn’t play¬ 
ing,” Jokic said. 

James missed his first game of 
the season because of a thoracic 
muscle strain. That left the Lak¬ 
ers without his 25.8 point average 
and 10.6 assists. 

“It’s kind of hard to next-man- 
up LeBron,” said Kyle Kuzma, 
the only other Laker in double 
figures with 16 points. “He does 
so much. Shots come easier when 
he’s on the floor because every¬ 
one just looks at him.” 

With James looking on in street 
clothes, Anthony Davis did his 
best to make up for it with 32 
points and 11 rebounds. He scored 
11 points playing all 12 minutes of 
the first quarter. 

“It’s tough when he’s out but 
we still got to find ways to win,” 
Davis said. “We lost our energy 
defensively. We got to continue to 
defend and once we get that edge 
back we’ll be fine.” 

Davis slipped and tweaked his 
right leg in the third quarter, but 
felt good enough to play 7 Vi min¬ 
utes in the fourth. 

The Lakers can’t afford to have 
Davis go down at the same time 
as James with a Christmas game 
against the Clippers looming. 

Raptors 110, Mavericks 107: 
Kyle Lowry had 32 points and 10 
assists, Chris Boucher scored a 
career-high 21 points and host To¬ 
ronto overturned a 30-point deficit 
to beat Dallas, the biggest come¬ 
back in franchise history and the 
NBA’s largest in a decade. 

Lowry had one fewer point in 
the fourth quarter (20) than the 
Mavericks managed as a team 
(21). 

It was the first 30-point come¬ 
back in the NBA since Sacramen¬ 
to beat Chicago on Dec. 21, 2009, 
according to the Elias Sports 
Bureau. 

Rondae Hollis-Jefferson scored 
18 points and Fred VanVleet had 
10 as the short-handed Raptors 
won their fifth straight and im¬ 
proved to 13-3 at home, ending 



Michael Owen Baker/AP 


The Nuggets’ Paul Millsap charges into the Lakers’ Anthony Davis as 
he drives to the basket on Sunday. Davis was called for a foul. 


the Mavericks’ seven-game road 
winning streak. 

Thunder 118, Clippers 112: 

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander matched 
his career high with 32 points and 
host Oklahoma City rallied to beat 
Los Angeles. 

The Thunder came back from 
18 points down in the second 
quarter. It’s the third time in 
seven days they overcame a defi¬ 
cit that big to win. 

Paul George scored 18 points in 
his first game back in Oklahoma 
City since being traded from the 
Thunder to the Clippers. 

Los Angeles scoring leader 
Kawhi Leonard sat out because of 
left knee soreness. 

Bucks 117, Pacers 89: Gi¬ 
annis Antetokounmpo had 18 
points, 19 rebounds and nine 
assists, and the Bucks spoiled 
Malcolm Brogdon’s return to 
Milwaukee. 

Wesley Matthews scored 19 
points for NBA-leading Milwau¬ 
kee, which has won three in a 
row. Brook Lopez and George 
Hill each had 17 points. 

Brogdon was drafted by Mil¬ 
waukee and spent his first three 
seasons with the Bucks before 
he was acquired by Indiana in a 
sign-and-trade deal over the sum¬ 
mer. He finished with 10 points on 
5 of 19 shooting and 10 assists. 

Celtics 119, Hornets 93: Jay¬ 
son Tatum had a career-high 39 
points and 12 rebounds, Kemba 
Walker scored 23 points against 
his former team, and host Boston 
beat Charlotte. 

Tatum eclipsed his previous 
high of 34 points against Brooklyn 
on Jan. 14. Jaylen Brown added 
16 points and nine rebounds, and 
rookie Grant Williams added 12 
points off the bench for the Celt¬ 
ics. Boston has won three straight 
and seven of nine. 

Devonte’ Graham had 23 points 
and 10 assists for Charlotte, which 
has dropped three straight and 
four of five. 


NBA scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Boston 
Toronto 
Philadelphia 
Brooklyn 
New York 

Miami 

Orlando 

Charlotte 

Washington 

Atlanta 

Milwaukee 

Indiana 

DetroPt 

Cleveland 


Atlantic Division 
W 

20 


L Pet GB 

7 .741 - 


__ 8 .724 

21 10 .677 1 

16 13 .552 5 

7 23 .233 14'/2 

Southeast Division 

21 8 .724 - 

12 17 .414 9 

13 20 .394 10 

8 20 .286 12'/2 

6 24 .200 15'/2 

Central Division 

27 4 .871 - 

20 10 .667 6V4 

12 19 .387 15 

11 19 .367 15'/2 

8 21 .276 18 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 


L Pet GB 


10 .655 1 

17 .393 8'/2 

19 .367 9V4 

23 .233 13'/2 


10 


10 .688 3 

17 .414 ll'/2 

18 .379 12’/2 

24 .200 18 


Houston 

San Antonio 
Memphis 
New Orleans 

Northwest Division 
Denver 20 8 

Utah 18 11 

Oklahoma City 15 14 

Portland 14 16 

Minnesota 10 18 

Pacific Division 
L.A. Lakers 24 6 

L.A. Clippers 
Sacramento 
Phoenix 
Golden State 

Saturday’s games 

Utah 114, Charlotte 107 
Brooklyn 122, Atlanta 112 
Chicago 119, Detroit 107 
Philadelphia 125, Washington 108 
Milwaukee 123, New York 102 
Memphis 119, Sacramento 115 
L.A. Clippers 134, San Antonio 109 
Houston 139, Phoenix 125 
Portland 113, Minnesota 106 
Sunday’s games 
Toronto 110, Dallas 107 
Boston 119, Charlotte 93 
Milwaukee 117, Indiana 89 
Oklahoma City 118, L.A. Clippers 112 
Denver 128, L.A. Lakers 104 
Monday’s games 
Atlanta at Cleveland 
Chicago at Orlando 
Philadelphia at Detroit 
Toronto at Indiana 
Washington at New York 
Utah at Miami 
San Antonio at Memphis 
Denver at Phoenix 
Houston at Sacramento 
New Orleans at Portland 
Minnesota at Golden State 
Tuesday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Wednesday’s games 
Boston at Toronto 
Milwaukee at Philadelphia 
Houston at Golden State 
L.A. Clippers at L.A. Lakers 
New Orleans at Denver 
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NFL 



Seth Wenic/AP 


Jets running back LeVeon Bell, center, is stopped by Steelers Mike 
Hilton, left, and Terrell Edmunds in the second half on Sunday. Bell 
helped New York beat his former team. 


Scoreboard 


American Conference 


y-New England 12 
x-Buffalo 10 

N.Y. Jets 6 

Miami 4 1 

SOI 

y-Houston 10 

Tennessee 8 

Indianapolis 7 

Jacksonville 5 1 

No 

y-Baltimore 13 

Pittsburgh 8 

Cleveland 6 

Cincinnati 1 1 

w< 

y-Kansas City 11 

Oakland 7 

Denver 6 

L.A. Chargers 5 1 


Pet PF PA 

800 396 198 
667 308 246 
400 263 353 
267 279 470 

667 364 350 
533 367 317 
467 341 335 
333 262 377 

867 503 272 
533 279 275 
400 312 360 
067 246 397 

733 420 287 
467 298 403 
400 266 301 
333 316 314 


National Conference 


Philadelphia 8 7 C 

Dallas 7 8 C 

N.Y. Giants 4 11 C 

Washington 3 12 C 

South 

y-New Orleans 12 3 C 

Tampa Bay 7 8 C 

Atlanta 6 9 C 

Carolina 5 10 C 


11 3 


x-Green Bay 

x-Minnesota iu ^ u 

Chicago 7 8 0 

Detroit 3 11 1 

West 

x-San Francisco 12 3 0 

x-Seattle 11 4 0 

L.A. Rams 8 7 0 

Arizona 5 9 1 

x-clinched playoff spot 


Pet PF PA 

533 351 337 
467 387 305 
267 324 417 
200 250 388 

800 416 331 
467 436 421 
400 353 377 
333 330 428 

786 330 283 
714 378 259 
467 259 279 
233 321 400 

800 453 289 
733 384 372 
533 363 340 
367 337 411 


y-clinched division 

Saturday’s games 
Houston 23, Tampa Bay 20 
New England 24, Buffalo 17 
San Francisco 34, L.A. Rams 31 
Sunday's games 

N.Y. Giants 41, Washington 35, OT 
Miami 38, Cincinnati 35, OT 
New Orleans 38, Tennessee 28 
N.Y. Jets 16, Pittsburgh 10 
Baltimore 31, Cleveland 15 
Indianapolis 38, Carolina 6 
Atlanta 24, Jacksonville 12 
Oakland 24, L.A. Chargers 17 
Denver 27, Detroit 17 
Arizona 27, Seattle 13 
Philadelphia 17, Dallas 9 
Kansas City 26, Chicago 3 
Monday’s games 
Green Bay at Minnesota 
Sunday, Dec. 29 
Chicago at Minnesota 
Atlanta at Tampa Bay 
Miami at New England 
Green Bay at Detroit 
Cleveland at Cincinnati 
L.A. Chargers at Kansas City 
N.Y. Jets at Buffalo 
New Orleans at Carolina 
Oakland at Denver 
Tennessee at Houston 
Washington at Dallas 
Indianapolis at Jacksonville 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants 
Pittsburgh at Baltimore 
Arizona at L.A. Rams 
San Francisco at Seattle 


Bell, Jets damage 
Steelers’ playoff hopes 

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. 
— Le’Veon Bell helped deal his 
former team’s playoff hopes a big 
blow, leading the New York Jets 
over banged-up Pittsburgh. 

The Steelers (8-7) would have 
clinched a postseason berth with 
wins in their final two games, but 
now they need help even if they 
win next week at Baltimore. 

The Steelers also have more 
injury concerns as running back 
James Conner, center Maurkice 
Pouncey and quarterback Mason 
Rudolph all left with injuries. 

Bell ran for 72 yards while fac¬ 
ing the team with which he spent 
his first six seasons. After sitting 
out last season, Bell signed with 
the Jets (6-9) in the offseason. 

Devlin Hodges, who was 
benched earlier in the game after 
throwing two interceptions, had 
a chance to lead the Steelers to a 
comeback win, but fell short. 


Jets 16, Steelers 10 

Pittsburgh 0 10 0 0-10 

N.Y. Jets 7 3 3 3-16 

First Quarter 

NYJ—R.Anderson 23 pass from Dar- 
nold (Ficken kick), 10:27. 

Second Quarter 

NYJ-FG Ficken 54, 14:15. 

Pit-FG Boswell 49, 1:18. 

Pit—Johnson 29 pass from Rudolph 
(Boswell kick), :04. 

Third Quarter 

NYJ-FG Ficken 37, 6:30. 

Fourth Quarter 

NYJ-FG Ficken 42, 3:11. 

A—78,523. 

Pit NYJ 

First downs 16 14 

Total Net Yards 260 259 

Rushes-yards 25-75 32-85 

Passing 185 174 

Punt Returns 3-40 1-20 

Kickoff Returns 3-65 2-12 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 2-1 

Comp-Att-Int 25-37-2 16-26-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 4-28 2-9 

Punts 7-39.9 6-45.8 

Fumbles-Lost 2-0 3-1 

Penalties-Yards 4-34 3-30 

Time of Possession 31:32 28:28 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING-Pittsburgh, Conner 6-32, 
Whyte 6-22, Snell 7-14, Samuels 3-7, 
Hodges 1-0, Rudolph 2-0. N.Y. Jets, Bell 
25-72, Montgomery 2-7, Powell 1-3, Dar- 
nold 4-3. 

PASSING-Pittsburgh, Rudolph 14-20- 
0-129, Hodges 11-17-2-84. N.Y. Jets, Dar- 
nold 16-26-0-183. 

RECEIVING—Pittsburgh, Johnson 8-81, 
Washington 5-41, Samuels 4-32, McDon¬ 
ald 3-9, Smith-Schuster 2-22, Cain 2-10, 
Vannett 1-18. N.Y. Jets, Crowder 4-60, Bell 
4-21, Smith 3-32, R.Anderson 2-32, Wesco 
1-32, Powell 1-5, Montgomery 1-1. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-None. 


Falcons score early TDs, 
beat woeful Jaguars 


Hines’ long returns lift 
Colts over Panthers 


Lock, Lindsay lead 
Broncos over Lions 


ATLANTA — If this was Dan 
Quinn’s final game in Atlanta 
as the Falcons coach, at least he 
went out in style. 

Devonta Freeman scored two 
touchdowns before Jacksonville 
took a snap, and that was enough 
to send the Falcons past the woe¬ 
ful Jaguars in a match-up between 
teams long since eliminated from 
the NFL playoff race. 

Matt Ryan threw for 384 yards 
and Julio Jones had his biggest 
game of the year, hauling in 10 
catches for 166 yards. 

Jacksonville coach Doug Mar- 
rone is also on the hot seat. 

“It’s very disappointing for 
everybody in this room,” quar¬ 
terback Gardner Minshew said. 
“Losing’s not going to be OK 
here. Mediocrity is not going to 
be OK.” 


Falcons 24, Jaguars 12 

Jacksonville 0 3 3 6—12 

Atlanta 14 3 0 7-24 

First Quarter 

Atl —Freeman 17 run (Koo kick), 11:27. 
Atl —Freeman 8 pass from Ryan (Koo 
kick), 9:28. 

Second Quarter 

Jac—FG Lambo 40, 9:12. 

Atl-FG Koo 23, :10. 

Third Quarter 

Jac-FG Lambo 27,2:29. 

Fourth Quarter 

Atl—Ollison 3 run (Koo kick), 13:36. 
Jac—Conley 42 pass from Minshew 
(pass failed), 12:00. 

A—70,873. 

Jac Atl 

First downs 17 28 

Total Net Yards 288 518 

Rushes-yards 24-115 27-135 

Passing 173 383 

Punt Returns 1-7 3-20 

Kickoff Returns 2-57 3-43 

Interceptions Ret. 2-4 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 14-32-0 32-45-2 

Sacked-Yards Lost 3-15 1-1 

Punts 5-50.8 3-40.3 

Fumbles-Lost 1-1 1-0 

Penalties-Yards 6-36 9-64 

Time Of Possession 26:53 33:07 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING—Jacksonville, Fournette 15- 
71, Minshew 7-36, Cole 1-6, Armstead 1-2. 
Atlanta, Hill 7-66, Freeman 13-53, Gage 2- 
7, Ryan 4-6, Ollison 1-3. 

PASSING-Jacksonville, Minshew 13- 

31- 0-181, Cooke 1-1-0-7. Atlanta, Ryan 

32- 45-2-384. 

RECEIVING—Jacksonville, DeValve 3- 
45, Fournette 3-34, Conley 2-56, Chark 2- 
18, Westbrook 2-5, Cole 1-23, Co.Davis 1- 
7. Atlanta, J.Jones 10-166, Freeman 9-74, 
Hooper 7-82, Gage 5-49, Smith 1-13. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-Atlanta, Koo 
42. 


INDIANAPOLIS — Nyheim 
Hines became the first NFL play¬ 
er in seven years to score on two 
punt returns in the same game, 
set up a third touchdown with an¬ 
other long return four plays into 
the game and gave the Colts a 
jolt of energy as they pulled away 
from Carolina. 

Hines’ breakout game helped 
Indy snap a four-game losing 
streak in its home finale and gives 
the Colts a chance to avoid their 
second losing season in three 
years next week at Jacksonville. 

Carolina (5-10), meanwhile, 
lost its seventh straight as rookie 
quarterback Will Grier made his 
starting debut. 


Colts 38, Panthers 6 

Carolina 0 3 3 0—6 

Indianapolis 14 7 3 14—38 

First Quarter 

Ind—Brissett 1 run (McLaughlin kick), 
9:28. 

Ind—Hines 84 punt return (McLaugh¬ 
lin kick), 7:41. 

Second Quarter 

Car-FG Slye 27, 10:18. 

Ind—Mack 2 run (McLaughlin kick), 
5:14. 

Third Quarter 

Ind-FG McLaughlin 35, 10:59. 

Car-FG Slye 50,4:16. 

Fourth Quarter 

Ind—Hines 71 punt return (McLaugh¬ 
lin kick), 7:16. 

Ind—Wilkins 1 r 
3:10. 

A—61,845. 

First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Time of Possession 


n (McLaughlin kick), 


28-45-3 

5-37 

3-53.0 

0-0 


14-27-0 

3-13 

3-46.7 

0-0 


6-46 

__ 32:21 27:39 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

—Carolina, McCaffrey 13-54, 
Grier 4-17, Bonnafon 2-12, Samuel 2-4. In¬ 
dianapolis, Mack 16-95, Wilkins 9-84, Bris¬ 
sett 3-37, Hines 1-4, Hoyer 3-(minus 2). 

PASSING-Carolina, Grier 27-44-3-224, 
Palardy 1-1-0-12. Indianapolis, Brissett 
14-27-0-119. 

RECEIVING—Carolina, McCaffrey 15- 
119, Thomas 3-16, Olsen 2-33, Samuel 2- 
17, Hogan 2-16, Wright 1-19, White 1-12, 
Zylstra 1-3, Moore 1-1. Indianapolis, Hil¬ 
ton 3-26, Doyle 2-17, Mack 2-6, Alie-Cox 
1-21, Travis 1-19, Inman 1-18, Pascal 1-6, 
Brissett 1-2, Hines 1-2, Johnson 1-2. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-None. 


DENVER — By his own cri¬ 
tique, Drew Lock’s celebratory 
shuffle dance was shaky at best. 

His fancy footwork on the field, 
though, was anything but jittery. 
The rookie quarterback stood out 
even above those hard-to-miss, 
all-orange uniforms worn by the 
Broncos. 

Lock threw a shovel pass to 
DaeSean Hamilton to put Denver 
ahead, Phillip Lindsay sealed the 
game with a late TD scamper and 
the Broncos extended the Detroit 
Lions’ skid to eight straight. 

“It was a blast,” Lock said. “I 
loved it.” 

Lock improved to 3-1 as the 
Broncos starter. His only loss was 
last weekend in Kansas City when 
the field was covered in snow. 


Broncos 27, Lions 17 

Detroit 3 7 7 0-17 

Denver 0 10 3 14-27 

First Quarter 

Det-FG Prater 26, 8:59. 

Second Quarter 

Det—Agnew 64 punt return (Prater 
kick), 10:52. 

Den—Freeman 1 run (McManus kick), 
6:04. 

Den—FG McManus 34, :25. 

Third Quarter 

Den-FG McManus 26, 10:23. 

Det—Golladay 3 pass from Blough 
(Prater kick), 3:51. 

Fourth Quarter 

Den—Hamilton 3 pass from Lock (Mc¬ 
Manus kick), 13:08 


i (McManus kick). 


12-24-0 26-34-0 


Den —Lindsay 27 ri 
6:39. 

A—74,115. 

First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 

Punts 5-52.2 4-47.3 

Fumbles-Lost 0-0 1-0 

Penalties-Yards 7-68 6-50 

Time Of Possession 23:52 36:08 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Detroit, K.Johnson 10-42, 
Scarbrough 8-34, T.Johnson 3-20. Denver, 
Lindsay 19-109, Freeman 9-28, Lock 4-10, 
Beck 1-3. 

PASSING-Detroit, Blough 12-24-0-117. 
Denver, Lock 25-33-0-192, Beck 1-1-0-6. 

RECEIVING—Detroit, Golladay 6-66, 
Amendola 2-21, Thomas 2-17, James 1- 
12, K.Johnson 1-1. Denver, Hamilton 6- 
65, Patrick 5-48, Sutton 5-41, Heuerman 
2-13, Fant 2-10, Freeman 2-9, Lindsay 2-9, 



David Zalubowski/AP 

Broncos running back Phillip Lindsay, left, breaks free from the grasp of Lions linebacker Jalen Reeves- 
Maybin enroute to a touchdown during the second half on Sunday in Denver. 
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Warren Dillaway, The Star-Beacon/AP 

Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson hands off to Mark Ingram on 
Sunday against the Browns. Ingram was injured in the fourth quarter. 


Raiders beat Chargers, Ravens clinch top seed 
keep playoff hopes alive in AFC playoffs 


CARSON, Calif. — Derek Carr 
and the Oakland Raiders will go 
into the final week of the season 
still having a chance for the play¬ 
offs after beating the Los Angeles 
Chargers snapped a four-game 
losing streak. 

Oakland (7-8) still has a chance 
after losses by Pittsburgh, Ten¬ 
nessee and Cleveland. It needs a 
win over Denver next week and 
some help for only their second 
postseason trip since 2003. 

“Let’s not sugarcoat it, we’ve 
been through a lot. To say we 
are still playing in Week 17 for 
something, that’s unbelievable,” 
said Carr, who completed 26 of 30 
passes for 292 yards and a touch¬ 
down. “No one thought we would 
be playing for the playoffs. Let’s 
just keep it real.” 

Hunter Renfrow had seven re¬ 
ceptions for 107 yards, including 
a 56-yard touchdown on the open¬ 
ing drive. DeAndre Washington 
started in place of Josh Jacobs, 
who was inactive because of a 
shoulder injury, and ran 85 yards 
rushing on 23 carries. His 5-yard 
score midway through the third 
quarter extended Oakland’s lead 
to 21-7. 


Raiders 24, Chargers 17 

Oakland 7 7 7 3-24 

L.A. Chargers 0 7 7 3-17 

First Quarter 

Oak—Renfrow 56 pass from Carr (Carl¬ 
son kick), 10:57. 

Second Quarter 

LAC—Gordon 1 run (Badgley kick), 
1:54. 

Oak—Carr 3 run (Carlson kick), :08. 

Third Quarter 

Oak—Washington 5 run (Carlson kick), 


LAC—Gordon 1 run (Badgley kick), 1:04. 

Fourth Quarter 
Oak-FG Carlson 48, 8:28. 

LAC-FG Badgley 27,1:29. 

A—25,380. 


Oak 


LAC 


29-99 16-19 


2- 51 
0-0 

26-30-0 

3- 24 
5-51.8 


27-39-0 

1-14 

6-47.5 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 5-47 2-15 

Time of Possession 33:24 26:36 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING—Oakland, Washington 23- 
85, Richard 5-11, Carr 1-3. L.A. Chargers, 
Gordon 9-15, Ekeler 4-11, Taylor 2-(minus 
2), Allen l-(minus 5). 

PASSING—Oakland, Carr 26-30-0-291. 
L.A. Chargers, Rivers 27-39-0-279. 

RECEIVING—Oakland, Renfrow 7-107, 
Williams 4-82, Waller 4-37, Richard 4-18, 
Jones 3-14, Washington 2-21, Carrier 2- 
12. L.A. Chargers, Gordon 6-32, Allen 5-71, 
Ekeler 5-58, Henry 5-45, M.Williams 3-51, 
Patton 2-18, Green 1-4. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-None. 


CLEVELAND — Lamar Jack- 
son has the Baltimore Ravens 
soaring to new heights. 

Jackson threw three touchdown 
passes — two to tight end Mark 
Andrews late in the first half 
— and rushed for 103 yards as the 
Ravens clinched the top seed in 
the AFC playoffs for the first time 
with their 11th straight win. 

“It feels good,” Ravens coach 
John Harbaugh said. “The play¬ 
ers deserve a tremendous amount 
of credit for it. It’s hard to win any 
game in the NFL. When you put 
together this kind of season, it’s 
quite an accomplishment.” 

The Ravens shook off a slow 
start and avenged their last loss, 
a 40-25 defeat to the Browns on 
Sept. 29. 

Jackson finished with 238 yards 
passing and went over 100 yards 
for the fifth time this season. 

The Ravens did suffer an injury 
that could hurt their playoff hopes 
as running back Mark Ingram 
went down without being touched 
in the fourth quarter. Ingram 
grabbed his lower left leg and col¬ 
lapsed when he tried to stand. 


Ravens 31, Browns 15 

Baltimore 0 14 7 10-31 

Cleveland 0 6 3 6-15 

Second Quarter 

Cle—Harris 1 pass from Mayfield (kick 
failed), 11:53. 

Bal—Andrews 39 pass from Jackson 
(Tucker kick), 1:18. 

Bal—Andrews 14 pass from Jackson 
(Tucker kick), :09. 

Third Quarter 

Bal—Ingram 12 pass from Jackson 
(Tucker kick), 7:36. 

Cle—FG Seibert 47, 3:25. 

Fourth Quarter 
Bal-FG Tucker 31, 11:32. 

Cle—Beckham 3 pass from Mayfield 
(pass failed), 8:01. 

Bal—Hill 18 run (Tucker kick), 3:39. 

A—67,431. 


Bal 

31 


Cle 

17 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 

Rushes-yards 40-243 zo-49 

Passing 238 192 

Punt Returns 2-7 1-11 

Kickoff Returns 3-62 2-25 

Interceptions Ret. 1-0 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 20-31-0 20-33-1 

Sacked-Yards Lost 0-0 0-0 

Punts 2-51.0 5-44.0 

Fumbles-Lost 3-1 0-0 

Penalties-Yards 7-50 7-62 

Time of Possession 34:19 25:41 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING—Baltimore, Jackson 17-103, 
Edwards 12-66, Ingram 8-55, Hill 3-19. 
Cleveland, Chubb 15-45, Mayfield 2-4, 
Hunt 3-0. 

PASSING-Baltimore, Jackson 20-31-0- 
238. Cleveland, Mayfield 20-33-1-192. 

RECEIVING-Baltimore, Andrews 6-93, 
Hill 3-32, Boyle 3-24, Ingram 2-36, Roberts 
2-23, H.Hurst 1-9, Boykin 1-8, Edwards 1- 
7, M.Brown 1-6. Cleveland, Landry 7-74, 
Beckham 4-44, Hunt 4-33, Seals-Jones 
1-23, Carlson 1-7, Hodge 1-6, Hilliard 1-4, 
Harris 1-1. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-None. 


Playoff-bound Seahawks 
get rolled by Cardinals 

SEATTLE—The big hits felt by 
the Seahawks came only after get¬ 
ting beaten up in another late-sea- 
son home loss to the Cardinals. 

Seattle (11-4) lost control of its 
path to a bye in the NFC playoffs 
after getting dominated by Arizo¬ 
na. Losing control of a needed bye 
for a battered team was only the 
start of the bad news for Seattle. 

After the loss, coach Pete Car- 
roll said starting running back 
Chris Carson is done for the sea¬ 
son with a hip injury. His backup 
C.J. Prosise was injured minutes 
later with a broken arm. 

And to top it off, Carroll said 
left tackle Duane Brown will 
undergo minor knee surgery on 
Monday and will miss at least a 
couple weeks. That means Seat¬ 
tle’s best offensive lineman, along 
with its top running backs, will sit 
next week when Seattle plays San 
Francisco for the NFC West title. 

“You can take in this loss, feel 
the way you want to feel toward 
it, but after that move forward 
because that team coming in next 
week don’t care about what hap¬ 
pened today,” Seattle linebacker 
Bobby Wagner said. 


Cardinals 27, Seahawks 13 

Arizona 7 10 3 7-27 

Seattle 7 0 0 6-13 

First Quarter 

Sea—Bellore 3 pass from Wilson (My¬ 
ers kick), 8:50. 

Ari—Drake 80 run (Gonzalez kick), 8:33. 

Second Quarter 

Ari —Fitzgerald 21 pass from K.Murray 
(Gonzalez kick), 4:16. 

Ari-FG Gonzalez 22, :22. 

Third Quarter 
Ari-FG Gonzalez 46, 11:36. 

Fourth Quarter 
Sea-FG Myers 30,14:56. 

Sea—FG Myers 51,10:02. 

Ari —Drake 3 run (Gonzalez kick), 4:18. 


Ari 


A—69,022. 

First downs 
Total Net Yards 412 224 

Rushes-yards 40-253 20-91 

Passing 159 133 

Punt Returns 5-40 2-23 

Kickoff Returns 4-90 2-33 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 15-27-0 16-31-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 2-8 5-36 

Punts 6-42.8 7-44.7 

Fumbles-Lost 0-0 2-1 

Penalties-Yards 5-47 7-55 

Time Of Possession 34:53 25:07 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Arizona, Drake 24-166, 
K.Murray 6-40, Hundley 6-35, Kirk 2-9, 
DJohnson 2-3. Seattle, Carson 8-40, Moore 

1- 19, Homer 5-16, Prosise 4-14, Wilson 2-2. 

PASSING-Arizona, K.Murray 11-18- 
0-118, Hundley 4-9-0-49. Seattle, Wilson 
16-31-0-169. 

RECEIVING-Arizona, Fitzgerald 4- 
48, Drake 3-18, Williams 2-36, Cooper 

2- 14, Arnold 1-20, Clay 1-16, Byrd 1-11, 
DJohnson 1-4. Seattle, Homer 6-26, Hol¬ 
lister 5-64, Turner 1-23, Moore 1-21, Car- 
son 1-20, Lockett 1-12, Bellore 1-3. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-Arizona, Gon¬ 
zalez 45. 



Elaine Thompson/AP 


Cardinals running back Kenyan 
Drake gets past Seahawks 
linebacker K.J. Wright to score 
a touchdown during the second 
half on Sunday in Seattle. 


Jones throws for 5 TDs, 
Giants beat Redskins 


LANDOVER, Md. — Pat Shur- 
mur mused about scolding Daniel 
Jones for a fumble, then the New 
York Giants coach looked down at 
the score sheet. 

“Five touchdowns and cer¬ 
tainly the touchdown in over¬ 
time,” Shurmur said. “Maybe I 
won’t holler at him. I’ll just talk 
to him.” 

Jones put together one of the 
best performances by a rookie 
quarterback in decades, throwing 
for 352 yards and a career-high 
five touchdown passes to help the 
Giants beat the Washington Red¬ 
skins. He joined Matthew Staf¬ 
ford as the only rookie QBs since 
1950 to throw for 300-plus yards 
and five-plus TDs in a game. 

The sixth overall pick said he 
didn’t look at his stat line. Ending 
a personal eight-game skid with a 
3-yard TD pass to Kaden Smith 
with 4:15 in overtime spoke for 
itself. 

“He did awesome,” said Smith, 
who caught two touchdown pass¬ 
es from Jones. “I’m proud of him. 
Everyone was confident in him, 
he was confident in himself and 
he just made all the right plays.” 

Jones was 28 of 42 in his first 
action since missing the past two 
games with a sprained right ankle. 
He also connected on scores with 
Sterling Shepard, Saquon Bark¬ 
ley and Cody Latimer. 

The trio of Jones, Barkley and 
Shepard showed further evi¬ 
dence that whoever is running 
the Giants (4-11) next season has 
talented building blocks to work 
with on offense, along with a high 
draft pick. 

“Getting a win is important for 
all of us,” Shurmur said. 

The Redskins (3-12) moved 
into the driver’s seat for the No. 
2 pick. 


Giants 41, Redskins 35 (OT) 

N.Y. Giants 14 14 7 0 6-41 

Washington 7 7 7 14 0-35 

First Quarter 

NYG—Shepard 23 pass from Jones 
(Rosas kick), 12:21. 

Was—S.Sims 10 pass from Haskins 
(Hopkins kick), 7:37. 

NYG—Barkley 67 run (Rosas kick), 
6:46. 

Second Quarter 

Was—Hentges 6 pass from Haskins 
(Hopkins kick), 14:56. 

NYG—Barkley 33 pass from Jones (Ro¬ 
sas kick), 9:16. 

NYG—Latimer 10 pass from Jones (Ro¬ 
sas kick), :38. 

Third Quarter 

Was—S.Sims 7 pass from Keenum 
(Hopkins kick), 6:38. 

NYG—K.Smith 9 pass from Jones (Ro¬ 
sas kick), 3:40. 

Fourth Quarter 

Was—Peterson 1 run (Hopkins kick), 
14:30. 

Was—Keenum 1 run (Hopkins kick), 
:29. 

First Overtime 

NYG—K.Smith 3 pass from Jones, 4:15. 

A—66,083. 


First downs 28 

Total Net Yards 552 

Rushes-yards 26-206 

Passing 346 

Punt Returns 2-6 

Kickoff Returns 3-86 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 28-42-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 1-6 

Punts 4-33.8 

Fumbles-Lost l-o 

Penalties-Yards 
Time of Possession 


29-38-0 

3-21 

5-47.2 

0-0 


4-33 

_ 31:57 33:48 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
ING—N.Y. Giants, Barkley 22-189, 
Jones 3-12, Scott 1-5. Washington, Peter¬ 
son 15-36, Thompson 8-34, S.Sims 2-9, 
Keenum 1-1. 

PASSING—N.Y. Giants, Jones 28-42-0- 
352. Washington, Keenum 16-22-0-158, 
Haskins 12-15-0-133, Harmon 1-1-0-11. 

RECEIVING-N.Y. Giants, Tate 6-96, 
Shepard 6-76, K.Smith 6-35, Latimer 5- 
44, Barkley 4-90, Scott 1-11. Washington, 
McLaurin 7-86, S.Sims 6-64, Harmon 5-58, 
Thompson 4-18, Hentges 2-28, Peterson 
2-19, Sprinkle 2-14, C.Sims 1-15. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS —N.Y. Giants, Ro- 
sas 53. 


Despite rally, Bengals 
lose, clinch No. 1 pick 


MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. — 
After 13 losses and three lousy 
quarters, it was awfully late for 
the Cincinnati Bengals to start a 
comeback. 

Give them credit — they tried. 

The Bengals overcame a 23- 
point deficit in the final 5:01 and 
scored 16 points in the last 29 
seconds to force overtime, but 
lost anyway and had to settle for 
clinching the No. 1 pick in the 
April draft. 

“Our team doesn’t care about 
that right now,” coach Zac Taylor 
said. “We’re just trying to win. If 
you have any competitive juices 
in you, you can’t go on the field 
and not try to win.” 

No one will likely accuse Cin¬ 
cinnati of not trying Sunday. But 
the Bengals lost to the Miami 
Dolphins 38-35 when Jason Sand¬ 
ers kicked a 37-yard field goal on 
the last play of overtime. 

Cincinnati (1-14) trailed 35- 
12 before Andy Dalton threw a 
touchdown pass with 5:01 left. 

“There was no way it was going 
to happen,” Miami quarterback 
Ryan Fitzpatrick said. “And then 
all of a sudden it became disbelief 
because it did happen. That’s a 
wild, crazy finish; I’ve probably 
never seen one like that. It was 
nice for us to step up at the end.” 

Fitzpatrick threw for 419 yards 
and four scores, including one to 
rookie defensive tackle Christian 
Wilkins. Each team punted twice 
to start the extra period before 
Fitzpatrick led a 10-play, 51-yard 
march for the winning field goal. 
The Dolphins (4-11) again hurt 
their chances of landing a fran¬ 
chise quarterback in next year’s 
draft, but rookie coach Brian 
Flores has repeatedly said he’s 
all-out to win now. Rebuilding 
Miami has four victories in the 
past eight games. 


Dolphins 38, Bengals 35 (OT) 

Cincinnati 0 6 6 23 0—35 

Miami 14 7 7 7 3-38 

First Quarter 

Mia—Wilkins 1 pass from Fitzpatrick 
(Sanders kick), 8:32. 

Mia—D.Parker 7 pass from Fitzpatrick 
(Sanders kick), 5:00. 

Second Quarter 

Cin-FG Bullock 20,10:49. 

Mia—Gesicki 31 pass from Fitzpatrick 
(Sanders kick), 2:20. 

Cin-FG Bullock 57, :02. 

Third Quarter 

Mia—Gesicki 13 pass from Fitzpatrick 
(Sanders kick), 8:24. 

Cin —Boyd 34 pass from Dalton (pass 
failed), 3:38. 

Fourth Quarter 

Mia—Gaskin 2 run (Sanders kick), 
11 : 12 . 

Cin—Uzomah 8 pass from Dalton (Bull¬ 
ock kick), 6:11. 

Cin —Boyd 3 pass from Dalton (Eifert 
pass from Dalton), :29. 

Cin —Eifert 25 pass from Dalton (Dal¬ 
ton run), :00. 

First Overtime 

Mia-FG Sanders 37, :00. 

A—60,968. 


C 25 


Mia 

29 


31-52-1 

2-13 

6-49.0 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 10-77 6-47 

Time Of Possession 33:36 36:24 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING-Cincinnati, Mixon 21-50, 
Ross 2-6, Bernard 2-3. Miami, Gaskin 16- 
55, Laird 8-17, Wilson 1-9, Fitzpatrick 5-9, 
Turner 4-6. 

PASSING-Cincinnati, Dalton 33-56-0- 
396. Miami, Fitzpatrick 31-52-1-419. 

RECEIVING—Cincinnati, Boyd 9-128, 
Ross 6-84, Erickson 6-55, Eifert 4-57, 
Uzomah 4-37, Mixon 2-23, Bernard 2-12. 
Miami, Wilson 7-79, Gesicki 6-82, D.Parker 
5-111, Ford 5-68, Hums 2-41, Smythe 2- 
18, Walford 1-15, Gaskin 1-3, Laird 1-1, 
Wilkins 1-1. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-Miami, Sand¬ 
ers 47. 
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Cowboys 
blow NFC 
East title 


chances 


By Dan Gelston 

Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Jerry 
Jones could barely stomach the 
final ticks of the clock, leaving his 
luxury box as Dallas’ shot at win¬ 
ning the NFC East ended on an 
incomplete pass in the end zone. 
Jones, testy of late as the season 
slips away, had little to say in an 
abbreviated session with report¬ 
ers that didn’t help with reading 
the tea leaves. 

Or perhaps, not saying much 
said it all. 

The Cowboys may be finished 
— and coach Jason Garrett could 
be as well, leaving the Cowboys 
owner with a major decision to 
consider as the season winds 
down. 

Dak Prescott gamely played 
through an injured shoulder and 
threw for 265 yards, but his final 
pass attempt of the game was 
busted up in the end zone by Ea¬ 
gles cornerback Sidney Jones and 
the Cowboys fell to Philadelphia 
17-9 on Sunday. 

“When you get in this spot, you 
give yourself a chance, you’re 
real disappointed. We are,” Jones 
said. “The fact that we didn’t get 
any scores, the fact the game 
turned out the way they did (was 
disappointing).” 

The Cowboys (7-8) would have 


Saints 38, Titans 28 

New Orleans 0 10 21 7-38 

Tennessee 14 0 7 7—28 

First Quarter 

Ten—J.Smith 41 pass from Tannehill 
(Joseph kick), 7:55. 

Ten—A.Brown 49 run (Joseph kick), 
4:50. 

Second Quarter 

NO-FG Lutz 47, 13:36. 

NO—Cook 61 pass from Brees (Lutz 
kick), 2:23. 

Third Quarter 

NO—Kamara 40 run (Lutz kick), 14:00. 
NO-Kamara 1 run (Lutz kick), 7:08. 
Ten—Sharpe 36 pass from Tannehill 
(Joseph kick), 4:25. 

NO—Cook 16 pass from Brees (Lutz 
kick), 1:18. 

Fourth Quarter 

Ten—Sharpe 7 pass from Tannehill 
(Joseph kick), 7:27. 

NO—Thomas 2 pass from Brees (Lutz 
kick), 2:10. 


-66,756. 


NO 


Ten 


23-102 26-149 


5-162 4-83 

0-0 0-0 

28-40-0 17-27-0 


5-48.8 7-42.7 


28:56 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 

Time of Possession _ 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-New Orleans, Kamara 11 
80, Murray 7-14, T.Fiill 2-11, Brees 3-(mi- 
nus 3). Tennessee, Lewis 15-68, A.Brown 

1- 49, Dawkins 9-24, Tannehill 1-8. 

PASSING-New Orleans, Brees 27-38- 
0-279, T.Hill 1-2-0-20. Tennessee, Tan¬ 
nehill 17-27-0-272. 

RECEIVING—New Orleans, Thomas 12- 
136, Kamara 6-30, Cook 3-84, T.Hill 2-21, 
Murray 2-11, Smith 1-13, Hogan 1-4, Har¬ 
ris 1-0. Tennessee, Sharpe 5-69, J.Smith 
3-63, C.Davis 3-40, Raymond 2-32, Pruitt 

2- 15, A.Brown 1-34, Lewis 1-19. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-None. 


Best: Gritty Eagles 
chasing greatness 



David Maialetti, The Philadelphia Inquirer/TNS 


Eagles defensive tackle Fletcher Cox (91) strips the ball from Dallas 
Cowboys running back Tony Pollard, right, on Sunday. Strong safety 
Malcolm Jenkins recovered the fumble for Philadelphia. 


Eagles 17, Cowboys 9 

Dallas 0 6 0 3-9 

Philadelphia 10 0 7 0-17 

First Quarter 

Phi-FG J.Elliott 36, 9:32. 

Phi—Goedert 6 pass from Wentz 

(J.EIIiott kick), 4:03. 

Second Quarter 
Dal —FG Forbath 49, 12:56. 

Dal —FG Forbath 32, :03. 

Third Quarter 

Phi—Sanders 1 run (J.EIIiott kick), :06. 

Fourth Quarter 
Dal —FG Forbath 49, 7:59. 

A—69,796. 

Dal Phi 

First downs 16 23 

Total Net Yards 311 431 

Rushes-yards 16-54 30-118 

Passing 257 313 

Punt Returns 1-10 1-1 

Kickoff Returns 2-41 3-84 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 25-44-0 31-40-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 2-8 1-6 

Punts 6-39.5 4-40.8 

Fumbles-Lost 1-1 1-0 

Penalties-Yards 2-20 4-30 

Time of Possession 23:48 36:12 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Dallas, Elliott 13-47, Prescott 
1-7, Pollard 2-0. Philadelphia, Sanders 20- 
79, Wentz 6-22, Scott 3-12, Ward 1-5. 

PASSING-Dallas, Prescott 25-44-0- 
265. Philadelphia, Wentz 31-40-0-319. 

RECEIVING—Dallas, Elliott 7-37, Gallup 
5-98, Cobb 5-73, Cooper 4-24, Witten 2-14, 
Jarwin 1-14, Austin 1-5. Philadelphia, Go¬ 
edert 9-91, Scott 6-7, Sanders 5-77, Ward 
4-71, Ertz 4-28, Arcega-Whiteside 2-39, 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-Philadelphia, 

J.EIIiott 55, J.EIIiott 53. 


clinched their second straight 
NFC East title with a win in 
Philadelphia. Now the Cowboys 
need some help: a win next week 
against Washington and an Ea¬ 
gles loss to the Giants. 

“We’re going to be rooting for 
another team hoping that we get 
a chance,” Prescott, “That’s not 
a position anyone wants to be in, 
depending on someone else.” 

Prescott said his shoulder was 
fine, and he drove Dallas to the 23 
and fourth-and-8 with the game 
on the line. He tried to find wide 
receiver Michael Gallup in the end 
zone with 1:15 left, only for Jones 
to make the defensive play of the 
season for the Eagles. Prescott 
might have had a better shot had 
Amari Cooper or Randall Cobb 
lined up, but instead they were on 
the sideline as part of the normal 
rotation of playcalling. 

“We didn’t get it done,” Prescott 
said. “We’re too talented of a team, 
and individuals, to not make the 
plays, starting with myself.” 


Saints rally, top Titans 


By Teresa M. Walker 

Associated Press 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Last 
week Drew Brees took his latest 
turn writing his name into the 
NFL record book. Now Saints 
wide receiver Michael Thomas 
has grabbed his piece of league 
history with the most catches in a 
single season. 

For now, those records are 
mere guideposts to where the 
New Orleans Saints want to go. 

Drew Brees threw for 279 
yards and three touchdowns and 
Alvin Kamara ran for two TDs as 
the New Orleans Saints kept their 
chase of the NFC’s No. 1 seed 
alive by rallying from a 14-point 
deficit to beat the Tennessee Ti¬ 
tans 38-28 Sunday. 

Thomas insisted passing Pro 
Football Hall of Famer Marvin 
Harrison’s mark of 143 catches 
meant nothing. Thomas needed 
10 receptions to tie Harrison’s 
mark set in 2002, and he finished 
with 12 catches for 136 yards — 
his last a 2-yard TD with 2:10 left 
for the final margin. 

“We got the victory,” Thomas 


said. “We’re trying to play and go 
to a championship right now. At 
the end of the season, we’ll look 
up and see all the things we ac¬ 
complished. But right now we’re 
focused on one common goal, and 
that’s a championship.” 

The Saints (12-3) had to win 
after San Francisco beat the 
Rams 34-31 on Saturday night. 
They scored 24 straight points 
to keep alive their chance at one 
of the NFC’s top two seeds and 
a first-round playoff bye going 
into their regular-season finale at 
Carolina. 

The Titans (8-7) still have a 
shot at the AFC’s final playoff 
berth after Houston won the AFC 
South title beating Tampa Bay on 
Saturday. The Jets beating Pitts¬ 
burgh 16-10 means the Titans 
must beat the Texans in Houston 
in the finale to earn their second 
playoff berth in three seasons. 

“We got a playoff game next 
week,” Titans cornerback Logan 
Ryan said. “A win-and-we’re- in 
situation. Regardless of what our 
record, regardless of what division 
we’re in, that’s a great situation to 
have if you’re a competitor.” 


FROM BACK PAGE 

away. 

“Obviously, yeah, you don’t 
want it to come down to the 
month of December,” says Ped¬ 
erson, who led Philly to its first 
NFL championship since 1960 
by beating New England in Feb¬ 
ruary 2018’s Super Bowl. “You’d 
like to play a little better Sep¬ 
tember, October, November. But 
I just think the guys — this is 
the team that when their back is 
against the wall, they come out 
swinging and fighting. Whatever 
it takes. Sometimes it’s not pretty 
and it doesn’t have to be. Just put 
some plays together, score more 
points than our opponents, hold 
our opponents down, and play 
great team football.” 

Are the Eagles a great team? 
Probably not. Even completely 
healthy, they might not match up 
with the Ravens, who have been 
the class of the NFL in 2019. Nor 
with some other top contenders. 

Dismissing them, however, 
would be a dangerous proposi¬ 
tion. They’ve proven it the last 
three weeks. 

“We’re excited. That’s one of 
the first things that I was feeling 
in there,” quarterback Carson 
Wentz said after the victory Sun¬ 
day. “Obviously everyone’s ex¬ 
cited about this win, but hey, we 
have one more. We have to go win 
one more. We’ve won nothing yet, 
but we’re excited for the opportu¬ 
nity. It’s in our own hands to go 
take it, and we’re excited for it.” 

NFL executives must be excit¬ 
ed by the makeup of the postsea¬ 
son field, regardless of who gets 
the last AFC berth. 

Get this: 2019 makes a 30th 
consecutive season with at least 
30% of the playoff field new from 
the previous year. Buffalo, San 
Francisco, Green Bay and Min¬ 
nesota all fell short last season. 
In each of those 30 years, at least 
four teams managed the feat, and 
Pittsburgh or Tennessee could 
make it five. 

The most impressive of those 
climbs is by the 49ers, who were 
4-12 in 2018 — without their start¬ 
ing quarterback, Jimmy Garop- 
polo, for much of that season. In 
his third year as Niners coach, 
Kyle Shanahan has seen his team 
turn into a gutsy group that often 
is at its best in tight games. Satur¬ 
day night’s victory over the Rams 
is emblematic of that, and it’s a 
wonderful trait to own heading 
into the postseason. 

Only the Packers made a 
coaching change of the clubs who 
have made the quick turnaround, 
and the change in philosophy to 
working the free agent market 
to fill holes has been a major 
factor for the improved defense. 
The emergence of Aaron Jones 
as a Pro Bowl running back, and 
the solid dynamic on offense of 
Aaron Rodgers in charge of new 
coach Matt LaFleur’s schemes 
has the Packers in position for 
the conference’s top seed heading 
into Monday night’s showdown at 



Michael Perez/AP 


Philadelphia Eagles head coach 
Doug Pederson laughs prior 
to Sunday’s 17-9 win over the 
Dallas Cowboys. 

Minnesota. 

Buffalo’s rise under Sean Mc¬ 
Dermott after an ignominious 17- 
season absence from the playoffs 
has been built on defense, pluck 
and, now, the development of 
Josh Allen at quarterback. While 
the Bills might not be ready 
for a charge to the Super Bowl, 
they figure to be a tough out in 
January. 

The surprise about the Vikings 
is more that they fell short of the 
postseason last winter than that 
they returned this year. Of all the 
possible division winners, they 
are the most mercurial, but also 
one of the most talented. 

Of the teams falling short of a 
repeat turn in the playoffs, the 
Bears and Chargers top that list 
of disappointments. Both have 
taken significant steps backward 
— at least Chicago has done so 
but still could have a break-even 
record, and it plays in a much 
tougher division than does Los 
Angeles. 

The Chargers play lots of close 
games. They also lose a lot of 
close games. Philip Rivers had 
had a weak season by his high 
standards and at times looks 
ready for retirement. The de¬ 
fense makes too many errors of 
omission and commission. Maybe 
they’ll have a brighter outlook 
when they move out of their soc¬ 
cer stadium and into the palace 
Rams owner Stan Kroenke is 
building in Inglewood. 

The Titans are at Houston, 
which beat them last week to take 
charge of the AFC South, and the 
Steelers have the unenviable task 
of visiting the Ravens to finish out 
the schedule. Barring something 
really weird — and it has been a 
bizarre season in many ways — 
one of them will hold off Oakland 
for the final AFC wild card. 

Tennessee and Pittsburgh 
should take a look at what the 
Eagles have done and try to emu¬ 
late it. 
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Nam Y. Huh/AP 


Bears linebacker Nick Kwiatkoski pressures 
Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes during 
the first half of Sunday’s game in Chicago. 
Mahomes threw for two touchdowns and 
ran for another as Kansas City won it’s fifth 
straight, 26-3. 


Mahomes' 3 scores lead Chiefs 


Kansas City QB throws 2 TDs, runs 
for another in victory over Chicago 

By Andrew Seligman 

Associated Press 

CHICAGO — Patrick Mahomes kept the 
Kansas City Chiefs in the running for a first- 
round bye in the playoffs. 

It was a satisfying performance in a couple 
different ways. 

Mahomes outplayed Mitchell Trubisky, 
throwing for two touchdowns and running for 
another score, and the Chiefs beat the Chi¬ 
cago Bears 26-3 Sunday night for their fifth 
straight win. 

Kansas City (11-4) remained a game behind 
New England for the AFC’s second seed. The 
Patriots clinched their 11th consecutive AFC 
East championship by beating Buffalo on Sat¬ 
urday. The Chiefs hold the head-to-head tie¬ 
breaker over New England. 

Mahomes’ big game in his first appearance 
at Soldier Field is just another blow for Chi¬ 
cago in a rough season that began with Super 
Bowl hopes. The Bears passed on Mahomes 
when they traded up a spot to grab Trubisky 
with the No. 2 overall pick in 2017. Mahomes 
went to Kansas City at No. 10 and won the 
MVP award last season. 

“You know that there’s a process to it and 
not everyone can be picked first,” Mahomes 
said. “And I ended up in a great situation in 


Chiefs 26, Bears 3 

Kansas City 7 10 0 9-26 

Chicago 0 0 3 0—3 

First Quarter 

KC—Mahomes 12 run (Butker kick), 
1:30. 

Second Quarter 

KC-FG Butker 56, 11:41. 

KC—Kelce 6 pass from Mahomes (But¬ 
ker kick), :52. 

Third Quarter 

Chi-FG Pineiro 46, :00. 

Fourth Quarter 

KC—D.Williams 14 pass from Ma¬ 


homes (kick failed), 10:05. 

KC-FG Butker 32, 1:40. 

A—62,213. 

KC Chi 

First downs 25 18 

Total Net Yards 350 234 

Rushes-yards 29-106 22-101 

Passing 244 133 

Punt Returns 2-10 2-18 

Kickoff Returns 2-57 2-37 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 23-33-0 18-34-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 1-7 3-24 

Punts 2-46.5 3-46.3 

Fumbles-Lost 0-0 1-0 

Penalties-Yards 9-71 7-50 

Time of Possession 33:24 26:36 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING-Kansas City, Williams 16- 
65, Mahomes 2-14, Thompson 5-14, Ware 
5-14, Moore l-(minus 1). Chicago, Mont¬ 
gomery 13-57, Trubisky 6-20, Patterson 
1-16, Cohen 2-8. 

PASSING-Kansas City, Mahomes 
23-33-0-251. Chicago, Trubisky 18-34-0- 
157. 

RECEIVING—Kansas City, Kelce 8-74, 
Hill 5-72, Williams 3-27, Watkins 2-28, 
Ware 2-22, Bell 2-15, Robinson 1-13. Chi¬ 
cago, Robinson 6-53, Wims 3-26, Cohen 
3-25, Horsted 1-20, Holtz 1-13, Saubert 1- 
11, Patterson 1-5, Miller 1-2, Montgomery 
1-2. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-None. 



Did you know 


Patrick Mahomes, 
playing his 30th game, 
became the fastest 
player to reach 9,000- 
yards passing. Hall of Famer 
Kurt Warner did it in 32 games. 


SOURCE: Associated Press 

Kansas City, a situation where I wanted to be 
at, an organization that’s kind of taken me and 
made me the best player that I could be at this 
time.” 

Mahomes, playing his 30th game, became 
the fastest player to reach the 9,000-yard 
passing mark. He was 23-for-33 for 251 yards, 
giving him 9,238 in three seasons. Mahomes 
also has 75 touchdown passes, making him 
the fastest player to hit that mark. 

Travis Kelce, already the first tight end 
with four straight 1,000-yard seasons, became 
the first to reach 1,200 yards in back-to-back 
years. He caught eight passes for 74 yards, 
giving him 1,205 this year. That included a 6- 
yard touchdown near the end of the first half. 

The Bears (7-8) dropped their second 
straight after winning four of five. Trubisky 
completed 18 of 34 passes for 157 yards. 
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Who’s No. 1? 

Gonzaga is 6th team to be ranked atop 

AP poll this Season » College hoops, Page 18 


ON FOOTBALL 



Philly’s playoff push exemplifies best qualities of sports 


By Barry Wilner 

Associated Press 

f all the teams already in the playoffs and the 
ones that might make it, there’s one that exem¬ 
plifies all that can be right about sports. 

Perseverance, resilience, grit. Coming 
through under dire circumstances. 

So as we look ahead to the final week of the NFL season, 
it’s proper to throw some love at the team from the City of 
Brotherly Love. 


The Eagles (8-7) have won three in a row despite a roster 
that sometimes resembles what teams throw on the field in 
summer exhibitions. Their gritty win over Dallas on Sun¬ 
day to take the NFC East lead followed just as plucky per¬ 
formances in edging the Giants and Redskins. If they win 
at the New Jersey Meadowlands next Sunday, they not only 
make the postseason for the third straight year under re¬ 
sourceful and imaginative coach Doug Pederson, but they 
rescue some dignity for the division Dallas has thrown 

SEE BEST ON PAGE 22 



Above: Philadelphia running back Miles Sanders is upended on Sunday against the Dallas Cowboys. Sanders had 156 
total yards in the Eagles’ 17-9 victory at Lincoln Financial Field in Philadelphia. It was the Eagles’ third straight win. 

TNS photos 


Inside: Mahomes outplays Bears’ Trubisky as Chiefs win 5th straight, Page 23 



LHP Ryu heading north to join Blue Jays » MLB, Page 17 



















